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Dedication

Dedicated To My Parents, Gerald and Rita Cranford.

Thank you.
Garry

Dedicated also to the other Buchans Miners, who
chased the time office whistle for our welfare.

And to the Buchans Miners Hockey Team, who
chased the referee’s whistle to entertain us through
the long cold winters.

Thank you.
The Sons And Daughters of The Buchans Miners






Foreword

When | began The Buchans Miners | was aware that in my immediate
family, there were three generations who had lived at the centra
Newfoundland mining town of Buchans. My father began working there
in 1946: | moved there when | was three years old, and my son Justin was
born there (the only born-in-the-blood Buchaneer of the three). However,
| soon found out that there was a fourth generation connection: My grand-
father Harry Cranford worked there for a winter, operaing ateam of horses,
delivering coal and ice.

| finished my schooling at Buchans, graduating from the Regional High
School in 1967 and moved away to university, returning to work season-
aly in the bush as a prospector. | had dreamt of becoming a geologist,
returning home to Buchans, discovering a motherlode and working there
until retiring as the hero who saved the town!

There was something about the security of home and steady work that
I liked, | guess. However, this was not to be: | became disillusioned with
geology as acareer. By 1973 | was married, and needed ajob. In January
of 1974 Employment Officer Johnny Williams hired me on as a mucker
at MacLean Mine, where | assisted the veterans Nath Saunders and Jim
Whalen, on the timber hoist, as a trainman hauling ore off the ore chutes,
using a sledgehammer to pound ore through the grizzlies, delivering
explosives or blasting caps to drillers and dozens of other odd jobs. My
father worked underground as mine el ectrician before moving to the mill,
and therefore, | guess we both qualify as “Buchans Miners’.

On balance, my generation had a good life at Buchans. While our par-
ents were not paid as well as those miners on the mainland, there were
many intangibles that enriched our lives. The greatest intangible came
through steady employment: A stable family life in a community with a
complex social fabric that catered to our spiritual, socia and intellectual
needs. Welfare was an alien concept and the social problems associated
with unemployment were non-existent.

There were dozens of social fraternities centred around church, service
clubs and sports. It was at one of these organizations — the Boys' Club —
that | practised typing on a sheet of paper on which the keyboard was
mimeographed. | was fascinated with manufacturing letters and words.
The time eventually came when | needed motivation to pass grade ninein
high school — | was spending too much timeat the same Boys' Club playing
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ping-pong and pool and practising typing! — my parents offered me my
own choice of “carrot” should | pass. | went from failing miserably at
Christmas to fourth place in the class by June. My “carrot” was expen-
sive, but it worked: | wanted a typewriter, and true to their word, Mom
and Dad ordered a* Speedwriter” from the Sears catalogue. The point of
this anecdote is this. Through the Boys' Club, | mastered a fundamental
skill to facilitate writing. All of us young Buchaneers took away some-
thing important — friendships, memories and skills— from our involve-
ment with clubs and associations at Buchans.

There was also a sense of a supportive community that transferred from
an outport heritage, and Buchans was a melting pot of baymen. If afam-
ily found itself in trouble with a husband and father off work through ill-
ness, the whole community rallied to the help of their neighbour with the
necessities to see the family through. | recall one food drive held when
my father came down with rheumatic fever that laid him up for four
months one winter. Seventeen dollars a week from “sick and accident”
was not enough to support a wife and three children, so the families of
Buchans filled hampers from their own shopping baskets to make sure
that our kitchen cupboards were full. When it was someone else’s turn to
fall on hard times, my parents returned the favour.

Another positive feature of Buchans was education. A solid education
was given to al of the children of the Buchans Miners. As a result, the
cultural and economic life of the province has been greatly enriched by
graduates of the two high schools, who went on to become professionals
or tradespeople with a solid work ethic patterned after our parents.
Supporting this effort was ASARCO, who gave summer jobs to all stu-
dents who had gone on to university or trades school.

This book was inspired by the fact that alocal committee was organizing
a Buchans reunion for the John Cabot 500th Anniversary, and | wanted to
add this dimension to the festivities. The co-chairs of the committee,
Normalvany and Sean Power, were very supportive of my decision to go
ahead with it. While it is written with the reunion in mind, | have tried to
taillor the material for the information of those readers with a general
interest in history, especially mining and social history. Part One deals
with the discovery of the minerals and the successes and setbacks before
the secrets of mineral chemistry were unlocked. Part Two describes the
formation of the town.
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Part Three outlines some of the major labour problems associated with
working in this closed town, leading to major labour-management con-
flict in the 1970s.

Part Four takes a different approach. Here are the personal perspectives
of individuals who came to Buchans by different means and for different
reasons. One thing is common to them all: They stayed and became
Buchaneers. Part Five continues the theme of personal recollections, but
from the point of view of Buchans balladeers and poets. Here also is the
account of “Clarence” the caribou.

Part Six deals with the other miners: The Buchans Miners Hockey Team
of the Newfoundland Amateur Hockey Association. Thereisabrief intro-
duction followed by interviews with two individual s representative of the
composition of the hockey team: One player was born in Buchans, while
the other was an import hockey player.

An appendix contains alist of fatal accidents, anecdotesand community
trivia and the list of families from the 1959 telephone book.
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A BrROWN Rock IN A RIVER






A Brown Rock In A River

In the middle of the island of Newfoundland, a subterranean ore deposit
lay in waiting; waiting for the evolution of a speciesintelligent enough to
recognize it’s qualities and harness it for creature comforts. The deposit,
pushed to the surface by tectonic movements, was truncated by the glac-
iers and exposed to the sun and wind and rain, to be later buried with the
detritus of organic matter that formed a protective soil to became afloat-
ing bog, or if dry enough, a droke of spruce or fir.

Not all of the minerals were hidden from sight. Running out of a large
lake, a river stripped away some of the ground covering the orebody,
exposing it to water and oxygen, turning the grey metal sulphides into
bright reddish-brown and yellow oxides. For thousands of years after the
glaciers had receded, humans criss-crossed the land. In the lore of the
Mi’kmag Indians, there were strange-coloured rocks in the interior. They
may have known of the brown rock in the river that flowed south to
empty into the long body of water that was the homeland of the ancient
people, the Beothuks, who smeared their bodies with red ochre. The great
lake of the red ochre race was known to the Europeans as Red Indian
Lake.

At the end of the nineteenth century, the Exploits River as far upstream
as Red Indian Lake was exploited by timbermen employed by the
Exploits Lumber Company. In 1900, Scotsman Lewis Miller came to
Newfoundland, establishing major sawmillsat Millertown on the shore of
Red Indian Lake, and another at Glenwood. Miller’'s operations were part
of Sir Robert Reid's wish to diversify, since his railway empire in
Newfoundland was not profitable. Reid Newfoundland Limited attempted
to expand it's operations by identifying and developing the resources on
its large tracts of land granted in exchange for developing the railway.
However, Lewis Miller soon found out that the pine stands in
Newfoundland were not suited for such alarge-scale sawmilling operation.

England’s newspapers at the turn of the century were greatly dependent
on northern European sources for its pulpwood and were worried about
any interruption in the supply should war break out. The owners of The
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Daily Mail, Alfred and Harold Harmsworth (later Lords Northcliffe and
Rothermere, respectively) sent a delegation to Newfoundland to investi-
gate the possibilities of using the colony as an aternate source of
newsprint in 1902. In March of 1903, the Harmsworths began negotia-
tions with the Newfoundland government for the timber rights in the Red
Indian Lake watershed.

While these talks were ongoing, a parallel development was taking
place. Promoter Harry J. Crowe formed a partnership with William D.
Reid, Genera Manager of the Reid Newfoundland Company, under the
business Newfoundland Timber Estates, to acquire the unprofitable
Miller sawmilling operations in Central Newfoundland. Crowe was a
business visionary: He and Reid were long-term, strategic thinkers. They
were sure the timber was not suited for lumbering — the pine stands were
substandard — but, rather, perfect for pulpwood, and pulpwood was the
raw material of newspaper production.

The A.N.D. Company

Purchasing the Millertown operations was just one step in a long-range
plan. Crowe also aggressively snapped up many of the unprofitable
sawmills (with their al-important timber licences) in Notre Dame Bay.
With the purchase agreements finalized, Newfoundland Timber Estates
Limited had consolidated control over enough timber stands to support a
pulp and paper operation. Crowe next embarked on a mission to England
to meet with the Harmsworth brothers.

Crowe came to terms with the newspaper magnates, who incorporated
the Anglo-Newfoundland Development Company (A.N.D Co.) in
January of 1905. Further agreements with Reid Newfoundland Company
Limited and the Newfoundland government culminated in the 1905 leg-
islation “An Act to Encourage the Manufacture of Pulp & Paper in this
Colony”.

The A.N.D. Co. acquired land rights for 99 years:

“All the lands, and lands covered by water, situate in the districts adjoin-
ing Red Indian and Victoria Lakes in the Island of Newfoundland, which
said lands are bounded or circumscribed by the height of land and include
the entire area of watershed which from the height of land aforesaid drains
either directly or indirectly into the Exploits River at or above a point on that
river situate about 20 miles below the outlet of that river from Red Indian
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Lake...; together with, by way of grant, sale or demise, and not of exception,
all timber and trees being on the said lands, and also all mines and minerals
therein and thereunder.”

Importantly, the terms of the legidation demanded that the A.N.D. Co.
conduct a survey and inventory of the land to determine its boundaries
and assets. The A.N.D. Co. hired partners Michael S. Sullivan and
William F. Canning, Chemists and Surveyors, of St. John’s to conduct the
survey. Sullivan headed up the overall project; Canning’s responsibility
was for ageological survey.

The primary mineral that the A.N.D. Co. was interested in finding was
sulphur, an important ingredient in the process of newsprint manufacture
at their proposed Grand Falls mill. This would avoid the expense of hav-
ing it imported, but of course, any other mineral find on its property
would aso greatly please the directors and shareholders. In forming the
survey party, the A.N.D. Co. assigned one of its own workersto guide the
Canning geologica crew; this was Matty Mitchell, a prospector in his
own right, a woodsman descended from Mi’kmag and Montagnais lin-
eages. All of Newfoundland was Matty Mitchell’s backyard.

It was mid-September of 1905 when Canning and Matty Mitchell trav-
eled from Millertown to the mouth of Buchans River (then referred to as
Sandy River) as part of the survey party for the extensive land holdings.
Canning’s geologicd notes recorded the discovery of a geological anomaly
on theriver..

“...Wefirst paid a visit to Sandy River, which we examined for about five
miles from Red Indian Lake to a large pond from which it takes its rise.
About three miles from its mouth the first indications of mineral in situ were
found....

...About a mile above, a second outcrop of mineral was located which was
found to be lead and copper in barytes gangue. We called this outcrop No.
I1; whilst about 150 yards above this was found...a third outcrop of the same
ore as the last mentioned, or No. Il outcrop. This we called outcrop No. I.
Here we found lead and copper ore with barytes over a distance of 100 feet
in the river-bank, separated apparently by walls of rock, so that the appear-
ance was that of several veins....”

Canning and Mitchell continued their geological inventory along other
rivers flowing into Red Indian Lake but in October, with a third man
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picked up at Millertown, returned to the promising Buchans River location
to investigate the two outcrops.

Outcrop No. | (Upstream)

After stripping off the overburden, digging pits and trenching, Canning
concluded that the vein in outcrop No. | was in fact a continuous vein
underground and connected with outcrop No. Il, downstream. He
described the find: “...Here is an outcrop largely lead and zinc ore, with
barium sulphate and a little copper pyrites. The rock over the orebody,
along the whole cliff practically, is shot through with sulphides. The
width of cliff face carrying ore is 8 feet, measured up and down the face
of the body.”

Canning's assays of the mineralization in outcrop No. | were very
encouraging: Zinc 37.40 %; Lead 20%; Copper 0.74 % with silver and
tracesof gold. Where copper minerdization was more obvious, the assayer
reported: Copper 4.65%; Lead 5.62%, and traces of gold and silver.

Outcrop No. Il (Downstream)

Of the other find, Canning stated “...Here the vein was found to be about
40 feet wide, the centrefor at least 30 feet consists of barite sulphate, with
mineral sulphides on either side.”

Thisvein's assay was also impressive: Lead 9.0%; Copper 3.60%, with
silver and gold (trace) and zinc.

The signs were all good: Heavy minerdizaion over a distance projected
to be more than 420 feet. “From the examination of the accompanying
sketch with this report it will appear that a prospect of considerable
promise has been located,” Canning noted. “It remains now to prove the

property.”
Matty Mitchell

While William J. Canning was the first to recognize the significance of
the mineralization along the Buchans River, he was not the discoverer.
This honour fallsto his Mi’ kmag-Montagnais guide, Matty Mitchell. The
written and oral sources state that Matty was having a mug-up in Buchans
River when he noticed that the campfire had melted the rock next to it,
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and brought it to the attention of Canning. The assayist neglected to note
any story about Matty Mitchell’s campfirein hisjournal, but on the other
hand, did not claim the glory for himself, either.

Matty Mitchell may have known of the outcrop for some years. In the
previous century, Mi’kmag oral traditions are reported to have included
knowledge of minerals along the Indian traverse route from Conne River
to Hall’s Bay in Newfoundland, and it is possible that Matty Mitchell,
aware of this, kept his eyes peeled for rusted bedrock.

The Buchans River Prospect

That next year the A.N.D. Co. set out “to prove the property” as Canning
had phrased it. From 1906 until 1911, the company spent considerable
timein the areato determine the viability of the prospect, under the super-
vision of Mr. William Scott, one of the firm’s civil engineers dispatched
from Grand Falls.

Outcrop No. I1, to the south and downriver, proved to be the surface
expression of a heavily-mineralized vein dipping to the northwest and
had a combined assay up to 41 per cent zinc, lead and copper, and all
efforts were concentrated on developing this site. An inclined shaft was
sunk and three exploratory levels drilled at selected distances, so that by
1908 the massive sulphide deposit was sufficiently delineated.

In that year, the A.N.D. Co. assigned al its mineral rights to its sub-
sidiary, Terra Nova Properties Limited to manage it’s mining activities.
The A.N.D. Co. determined that the BuchansRiver Property was marginal,
since it might not cover the large amount of capital required to develop it
and transport the concentrates to a smelter.

There was also one other major stumbling block: The nature of the min-
eral deposit itself. The sulphides of zinc, lead and copper were mixed
with abarite gangue and of such afine-grained composition, that the met-
alurgists of the day could not effectively separate the various compo-
nents. Samples of the ore were sent to various laboratoriesin England and
the United States, but none could solve the problem.

Under the direction of George F. Laycock, a bulk sample of ore from
the Buchans River orebody was extracted in 1910 and transported to
smelters operating in Scandinavia, where electric smelting techniques
were being developed. The ore was hauled by horse and wagon to the
shores of Red Indian Lake, from where a scow towed by a motorboat
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brought the ore to Millertown. The ore was loaded onto train flatcars,
taken to Botwood, loaded on a ship, and sent to Sweden. The European
technology was found to be suitable for the Buchans mineralization, but
the large capital cost outlay, combined with transportation costs, either
down Red Indian Lake or along arailway from Buchans to the Millertown
branch line, provided avery meagre return on the shareholders investment.

Despite a report submitted by a New York consultant, who recom-
mended further exploration based on fair assumptions, Terra Nova
Properties cut it's losses and let the Buchans River Prospect revert to
nature: Within days of the shutdown in 1911, the hard-driven tunnels
were flooded with groundwater.

Return to the Buchans River Prospect

The key to the development of the Buchans River Deposit rested with the
scientific community’s ability to develop a method to separate complex,
fine sulphide ores from waste rock, initialy, and in a subsequent process,
separate the various metal sulphides from one another. The solution to the
problem came from the United States, in the laboratories of the American
Smelting and Refining Company (ASARCO) based at Flat River,
Misouri. In 1916, one of it's mining enginears Harry A. Guess, contacted
William Scott of the A.N.D. Co. and requested a sample of the Buchans
ore for testing. Guess began subjecting the Buchans ore to various geo-
chemical experiments, year after year, until 1925, when his staff finally
achieved a breakthrough. Using their own findings and incorporating the
results of experiments in other laboratories around the world, they suc-
ceeded in developing a selective flotation process, whereby one sulphide
— either zinc sulphide or lead sulphide, for example — could be sHectivey
floated out of a chemicd brew without one contaminating the other.

Harry Guess, with ASARCO, and William Scott of the A.N.D. Co. real-
ized right away that their companies complemented each other. ASARCO
had the metallurgical technology, the mining expertise and the marketing
contacts, while the A.N.D. Co. owned the minerals in the ground, along
with condderablecapital in the bank. Harry Guess, representing ASARCO,
and George Laycock, representing the A.N.D. Co. worked out an interim
agreement, subject to ASARCO sending someone to Newfoundland to
examine the prospect. Their representative calculated a potential of
110,000 tons of high-grade ore, enough to generate a profit. The execu-
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tives of the firm decided to follow through with a twenty-five year agree-
ment with the A.N.D Co. that was signed on March 18, 1926. The basic
plan provided for ASARCO to manage the mining operations, add capital
to the venture, and reimburse the A.N.D. Co. for the capital it had already
spent. After that, the profits would be split 50-50.

A Proper Mineis Begun — 1926

Harry Guess lost no time in developing the Buchans River Prospect,
assigning the responsihilities to J. Ward Williams, who reached the aban-
doned site on May 1926, just two months after the final deal was inked
by ASARCO and the A.N.D. Co. Mr. Williamsrequested diamond drillers
for late May and a geophysical prospecting team headed up by Hans T.
Lundberg arrived in June to do surface testing in a one square mile area
around the immediate vicinity of the Buchans River Deposit.

The main orebody, represented by the old Outcrop No. Il was exploited,
as well as the Outcrop No. | zone, given the local nhame Conglomerate
Zone. The hand steel technology of the earlier yearswas replaced by jack-
hammers, which made the work progress much more quickly.

J. Ward Williams had a combination cottage-office built overlooking the
Buchans River Prospect and set about delegating the various tasks
required to get the mine in working order. Mr. Denny Glavine, a
Newfoundland miner home on holidays from the United States, was
rehired, thistime as mine captain. Glavine had been at this site in 1910 to
extract the bulk sample that had been sent to Sweden for electric smelt-
ing. Under Glavine, Newfoundland men with surnames Byrne, Head,
Martin, Quirke and Tilley set about drying out the mines. One fellow,
Billy Tilley, was a veteran of the Buchans site by now: He had been there
in 1907, operating mine equipment. J. Ward Williams hired Gordon
Pollett as cook and Pollett’swife —thefirst female resident — as his house-
keeper. Pollett was from New Harbour, Trinity Bay, and with the other
key men of this pioneer town, initiated a pattern of migration of friends
and relatives from their outport communities as the town grew and the
management asked, “Do you know any good workers?” Consequently,
many outport villages developed strong familial connections to Buchans.

The town took its name from Buchans Island in Red Indian Lake,
named after British Navy Lieutenant David Buchan, who made several
atemptsto establish friendly relations with the Beothuk Indiansin the area.
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Electrical Surveying

Restricting the mining operations to the Old Buchans Prospect was just
not a palatable proposition. The great expenditure of capital would turn a
profit, but just marginally so. The great gamble was calculated on the
premise that more mineralization would be found nearby and thereby
secure the future of along-term, lucrative venture.

Hans Lundberg, the swedish pioneer in the field of geophysical explo-
ration spearheaded the prospecting team. By applying electrical current to
electrodes set in the soil, he could measure the conductivity of the ground.
He placed the electrodes in a grid pattern and plotted the measurements
to construct a diagram which easily pinpointed “hot spots’. His initial
contract was for the survey of one square mile around the Buchans
Prospect. West of Buchans River, the instruments showed a reading of
high conductivity. Similarly, east of the Buchans Prospect, the ground
probes indicated positive readings.

J. Ward Williams decided to explore the first anomay more extensively.
He ordered Lundberg to complete the western extent of the origina one
square mile contract. As soon as he placed the electrodes in the ground,
the instruments registered strong conductivity, and as he moved to the
western boundary of this new block of land, the readings kept getting
higher and higher!

Manager Williams had a dilemma on his hands. It had been originally
intended to relocate the Lundberg crew to Wiley’s Brook, several miles
away, but his better judgement dictated otherwise. West of the latest
anomaly, he laid out a fourth square of land and authorized further inves-
tigation.

Square 4

The eastern edge of this new block of 1and was adjacent to the zone found
by Lundberg previously, and Williams had re-assigned al the men from
the river location to begin trenching. Lundberg's journal stated:

“ Although this was the beginning of July, there still were patches of snow
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here and there on the big bog to the west. Because of the wetness underfoot,
the muggy atmosphere, and thick swarm of black flies which made it diffi-
cult to see the pickets through the telescope, work was almost unbearable.

But our reward was to come soon. While finishing the survey of the anomaly
atrench near the east electrode had disclosed promising lead-zinc mineral-
ization. This location was appropriately named Black Fly.”

Unfortunately, overburden and water made this “Black Fly” trench too
difficult to explore.

Meanwhile, Lundberg’'s crew was busy setting the electrode pots and
taking readings farther west of the “Black Fly.” The instrument’s needles
recorded the strongest currents. Three hundred feet away, and 5,000 feet
west of the Buchans River Main Mine, on July 14, 1926, another trench
revealed a motherlode of lead and zinc mineralization!

It was the very thing needed to ensure the permanent success of the
Buchans venture.

J. Ward Williams dashed off a note right away: “ Stripping strong lead
zinc orebody five thousand feet west indications point to it being larger
than Main mine... Believe successful outcome of enterprise assured sug-
gest early visit.”

Lucky Strike

Hans Lundberg was extremely excited at the readings on his scientific
instruments. He left an account of how this new sulphide deposit was
found, after moving off the Black Fly mineralization:

“Then we searched for a favourable place to reach bedrock on the major
indication in the middle of the square. The area here was flat and even, like
the bottom of a dried-out lake, and appeared easy to get through. Just below
the surface bright yellow and red clay with afew boulders of lead-zinc car-
bonate was encountered. The bedrock, about 2 or 3 feet down, was massive
lead-zinc mineralization. Throughout the night my assistant and | kept on
digging, sometimes with our bare hands, convinced that our indication was
going to make mining history by the discovery of this large lead-zinc
deposit. During the night my assistant, Hjortzberg-Nordlund, said in hisbro-
ken English, ‘thisis sure alucky find.’

“Williams corrected him, ‘not a lucky find, but alucky strike.’

“The name Lucky Strike has remained with the mine ever since.”
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Lucky Strike was indeed a strike of good fortune. When the orebody was
eventually fully delineated, and exhausted of all its riches, it yielded
6,893,000 tons of ore, over sixty times the size of the Old Buchans
deposit!

Other good news followed quickly on the heels of the Lucky Strike dis-
covery. Williams moved a diamond drill crew to the site of Lundberg's
first anomaly, east of the Buchans River Prospect. Over one hundred feet
down, the drill intersected a vein of sulphides seven feet thick. The drill
was moved and intersected the same vein 100 feet deeper, but here the
vein had swollen to 55 feet thick, and was similar to the concentrated
mineralization found at Lucky Strike! Because this discovery lay to the
east of the Buchans River Deposit, it was appropriately dubbed
“Oriental.” The Oriental Deposit held 3,663,000 tons of ore, just over half
as much as Lucky Strike.

From west to east, there were three orebodies located: Lucky Strike, the
Buchans River Prospect and the Oriental Deposit. In 1926, it was not nec-
essary to determine the exact size of the orebodies since the limited
drilling was enough to conclude the obvious: ASARCO now had aviable
mining venture.

Up to this time, ASARCO had centred its future planning around the
Buchans River Prospect. However, when it was discovered that the Lucky
Strike orebody was only six feet below the overburden and held 119 feet
of massive sulphides, ASARCO quickly decided to place its production
facilities near this larger orebody. The Buchans River Prospect quickly
became referred to as “Old Buchans.”

Events moved very quickly in 1926. A development shaft on the Lucky
Strike orebody indicated a need to accel erate plans for the construction of
a dam on the Buchans River to provide hydro-electricity. The orebody
was aflat ova about 500 feet by 800 feet, up to 170 feet thick in the middle.
This was enough to plan the construction of a mill near the Lucky Strike
shaft, which was collared on November 15, 1926. The mill was designed
to handle 500 tons of ore per day and there was enough known ore to last
twenty years. ASARCO’s head office dispatched George G. Gilchrist to
oversee the mining development, and Williams turned his attention to the
mill construction and design of atownsite to handle the anticipated work
force. George F. Laycock, engineer with the A.N.D. Co. oversaw the sur-
vey of aralway route over the 22 miles from Buchansto the Millertownline.
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The Buchans Mining Company Limited

Initialy, the production estimate of the Main Orebody and Conglomerate
Zones in the Buchans River Prospect was estimated at 110,000 tons, but
with the discoveries of Lucky Strike and Oriental, the ore reserves had
mushroomed to 3,000,000 tons. Now that ASARCO had “ proven the pro-
ject”, it consolidated its Newfoundland activities by incorporating The
Buchans Mining Company Limited, registered on January 29, 1927.

Each major benefactor in the great enterprise undertook those tasks that
fit their expertise and personnel. ASARCO built the mill, mine and town-
site while the A.N.D. Co. developed the hydro-electric power complex,
the railway and shipping facilities at Botwood.

In 1927, ASARCO turned a moose, bear and black fly paradise into a
fully-operational mining town. To ease the financial costs, the company
vigorously pursued negotiations with the Newfoundland Government to
exempt it from import duties on al material and equipment brought into
the country, not only for the mill and mines, but also for the construction
of the townsite. The company was assured that the Bill would be passed,
and in May, months before the Bill was ratified, alocated two million
dollars to build a“mine, mill, power, housing, equipment and railroad to
place the Buchans mining property on a producing basis.” It is obvious
from this that the Buchans mines were profitable even without the cus-
toms exemptions. If the Bill were defeated, it would ssimply require a
longer period to recover the capital investment. The “Buchans
Agreement” was finally passed in the House of Assembly in September
and the directors were extremely happy.
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A Town Is Begun

With the money budgeted to develop, Manager J. Ward Williams pro-
ceeded to transform arough, dirty mining camp into a mining town with
all the modern conveniences. An old survey base line driven from the Old
Buchans site to Lucky Strike developed into a footpath, then horse and
cart trail, until surveyed as Main Street, the backbone of the town devel-
opment. In 1926, one of the men in the prospecting crew had been chased
down this base line by a bull moose, until othersin the party scared it off
with gun shots. To tame the wilderness, a third bunkhouse and four large
tents were erected to handle the construction crew for the mill and sup-
port structures.

Buchans was to become a colony of whistle-chasers, whose lives were
prescribed not by the variable, hestitant seasons of nature, but the rigid
clock of the main office. Nomads of the high seas, forests and the ice-
fields — fishermen, lumbermen and swilers — now found a promised land
where a man could see cash for hislabours.

The Buchans townsite construction proceeded concurrently with the
other major projects. The trail used to haul supplies and equipment from
the Old Buchans diggings to Lucky Strike was upgraded to a corduroy
road with awooden sidewalk built to one side. Streets were laid out from
this Main Street and by the end of 1927, twenty-six houses were com-
pleted and occupied. Since the town’s sole purpose was to supply man-
power and services to ASARCO, the company controlled all aspects of
construction and occupation. Before the end of 1927, the company built
aretail premisesand leased it to the Royal Stores. A barber shop and laun-
dry was established.

By the end of 1928, the number of housing units for families had dou-
bled. This, supported by several bunkhouses, a staff house and an apart-
ment building, housed the work force. To support the bustling little frontier
town, the company also finished a school and hospital. By 1929, the town
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boasted a theatre, athletic facilities and permanent church buildings.

The Newfoundland Quarterly ran a feature on the Buchans operations
in its Christmas issue of 1929, concisely capturing the essence of the lit-
tle town:

“The modern town was started in 1927,and there are now over eighty
buildings in Buchans, all supplied with electric lights, running water and
sewerage systems. Two general stores supply the residents of Buchans.
There is also a jewelry shop, barber shop, boot repair shop, modern laun-
dries, bakery and bank.

Moving pictures are shown daily at the Town Hall. During the summer sea-
son excellent tennis courts are in service, as well as an athletic field, where
football and baseball are quite popular. During winter season the huge con-
centrate storage building at Buchans is flooded, which makes an excellent
skating and hockey rink. A new ski run has been cut on Laycock’s Lookout
Hill and thisis open to all.

The Company maintains a school which is a modern, steam heated build-
ing, sanitary and very comfortablefor the children. A night school for workmen
is being started.

The Church of England, Roman Catholic and United Church organizations
have their buildings practically all completed, and also the Salvation Army
and Loyal Orange Association are completing their buildings.”

The scene just described contrasts greatly with the countryside of just a
few years before. The book Metal Magic describes the wilderness that
greeted Hans Lundberg and his assistant in 1926:

“[They]...arrived at Millertown, the nearest railroad point to the property,
and proceeded by boat and wagon to a camp near the Buchans River, not far
from the original mine. The country was wild and remote, and it proved dif-
ficult even for two Swedesaccusomed to the rigors and hardships of northern
Scandinavia. Large bogs and thick scrubby bush made progress slow and
difficult. Wild animals were plentiful. Beavers, building their dams, often
flooded the campsites. Bears abounded. Their insatiate curiosity frequently
impeded traffic. In the first encounter with them it was difficult to determine
which was more frightened — the prospectors or the bears. As soon as the
bears became accustomed to the sound of the transmitter used by the men,
they refused to leave the party.”

Designing, planning, equipping and constructing a fully-operational min-
ing town in the middle of Newfoundland in 1927 was an incredibly com-
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plex enterprise. The logistics of supplying the mill and mine equipment
and materials to the remote site was staggering, since most of the supplies
had to be brought in from the United States through a circuitous route. For
instance, structural steel had to be loaded aboard ships on the east coast
of the U.S.,, shipped to St. John's, trucked to the Reid Newfoundland
warehouse, taken hundreds of miles to Millertown Junction by train, and
transferred to the A.N.D. Co. train at Millertown Junction. From there it
was hauled to Millertown where it was unloaded and transferred to
scows, pulled by steamer to a landing site on the opposite side of Red
Indian Lake, and finally hauled five miles to the Buchans site on trailers
pulled by Linn half-tracks. Before spring breakup, along dock had been
built, and a crew of men camped out at the Buchanslanding on Red Indian
Lake all summer long, to be on site 24 hours a day to unload the boats
arriving from Millertown with their critical supplies for the Buchans
development.

The Mill

Plans called for the condruction of a mill with a 500-ton-per-day capacity.
The project engineer was Amos Vandergrift, who arrived at Buchans in
April of 1927, with mill plans designed at ASARCO's Salt Lake City
office. Structural steel work and the construction of a 100,000 gallon
water tank were subcontracted to U.S. companies. By the end of 1927, the
foundations for al the main buildings at the plant site were poured, and a
large concentrate storage shed was well underway. The structural steel
was erected on the Lucky Strike hoist house in early November, followed
by steelwork on the other plant buildings.

All the steelwork at the Buchans site was completed by June of 1928,
when the crew moved to Botwood to work on the ore trans-shipment
shed, overseen by the A.N.D. Co.’s staff.

The Mine

As noted earlier, the Old Buchans deposits were abandoned in favour of
the more lucrative Lucky Strike orebody. In 1927, the mine devel opment
manager, Ellsworth Dougherty had pushed the men to drive a main shaft
317 feet into the bedrock and developed haulageways beneath the sul-
phide deposit. Underneath the orebody, a drainage tunnel was driven
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towards the Buchans River.

J. Ward Williams felt that the mines could begin feeding the mill raw
ore by August 6, 1928, and all seemed on target until July 30. On that day,
the Buchans operations suffered a major setback. It was a miracle that
there was no loss of life.

There would be plenty of time for that later.

To supply the mill complex with its hydro-electric power needs, arock-
filled wooden-crib dam was built across the Buchans River at Sandy
Lake. Below the dam was aforebay, trestle, and amile-long penstock that
snaked its way downstream to the 2,500 horsepower generating plant,
which began supplying electricity in January of 1928.

On July 30, 1928, just days before the operation was scheduled to feed
the mill with ore, the dam burst!

| Witnessed the Flood!

Henry Lane was from a small farming community on the east coast of
Newfoundland, and was working in Buchans at the time. In the summer
of 1928 he boarded the train at Makinsons for the main rail connection at
Brigus Junction, en route Millertown, where he hoped to find work at
Buchans — any kind of work — but eventually he hoped to work in the
mines. He had obtained a job as cookee in the cookhouse, but when he
got there, refused the job. Instead, he worked as a handyman around the
premises, and on the morning of July 30, he was cleaving splits and saw-
ing wood junks for the cookhouse. He had just turned nineteen years old.

A number of the men had just come off shift and after ameal, had gone
to the bunkhouse to sleep, when Henry heard a rumble come down the
river valley. Looking up, he saw awall of water carrying trees and boul-
ders approach the mining campsite. He rushed to the bunkhouse where
the men had turned in and roused them from bed to run for dry ground.
Just as they reached safety, they looked behind to see the bunkhouse
smashed to smithereens and carried away in the flood down Buchans
River.

Ned Pretty was another Newfoundlander working in Buchans at the
time of the flooding. He had gone there in 1927 when he was eighteen
yearsold, and retired from Buchans on his sixty-fifth birthday. On the day
of the flooding catastrophe, he was about six miles in the bush in a sur-
veying camp, taking elevations near the Notched Mountains, northwest of
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the town. The crew used atotal of seven tents, including a cook tent. On
the morning the dam broke, instead of receiving their weekly provisions,
they heard upsetting news. “We were in...big canvas tents,” Ned recalls.
“The dam broke a Monday morning, see. The first thing each morning, a
couple of teams of horses would arrive, bringing in the grub for the week.

“(But) thefirst thing come in was a Swede. He said, ‘we got to jack up,
and go out, the dam is gone. We had to take up our tents.” We had to turn
around and take everything — six canvas tents — seven, because we had a
cookhouse, t0o.”

The tents were requisitioned to be set up on the high banks overlooking
Old Buchans, to shelter the men who had lost their bunkhouse and per-
sonal belongings.

And what of the men in the mines at the time? As luck should have it,
the drainage tunnel section driven from the Old Buchans site towards
Lucky Strike was completed that very day, linking the tunnel driven from
the opposite direction. A number of men had walked in from the Old
Buchans opening that morning and when the water reached them, they
were able to scramble through the rough connection, where the
Superintendent, J. Ward Williams, down inspecting the job, led them
away from the water and up an intermediate shaft.

Upon inspection, it was learned that part of the dam cribwork had been
built over a soft, unstable bottom, and that it had collapsed. The loss of
the dam also meant the loss of hydro-electric power. With that, there was
no chance the superintendent could meet his milling target date of August
6. However, with everyone working on dam repairs, in an incredibly short
time, just one month later, on September 1, 1928, ore was fed into the
mill! Five days later, the mill spewed its first sample of concentrate. It
was time to test the transportation network designed as an integral ele-
ment in the overall planning of the mining operation.

The Buchans Railway

A final survey — one had been done in 1908 — of the railway line linking
Buchans with A.N.D. Co.’s Millertown branch line was completed in
1926 and the track bed, rail ties and rails were finished and serviceable by
October of 1928. The timing was perfect, since the mill was up and run-
ning. On October 9, the first ore cars rattled across the trestle over
Buchans River, swayed around Tin Can Curve and sped down the grade
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towards Middle Branch and East Branch, en route Botwood, where the
ore would be transferred to a ship headed to market in Belgium and
Germany.

Perils Of The Sea

In planning the mine and its infrastructure, al care was taken to cover
every contingency. The mine was finished, the mill had successfully pro-
duced the ore and the train network had delivered it to the seaport of
Botwood. However, the contingencies the engineers had no control over
were the vagaries of the sea. The first attempt to ship ore out of Botwood
was nearly a disaster. The Swedish vessel Kiruna, loaded with concen-
trate, left port bound for Europe on December 1, 1928, but by the next
day, after bucking strong headwinds, found herself foundering helplessly
with a 35 degree list due to shifting cargo.

The SS Prospero and the SS. Kyle were in the area and ordered to
stand by. Captain Ljungberg swung the Kiruna about, and escorted by the
Kyle, crippled into Botwood but fearing she was sinking, beached her at
Peter’'s Arm the next day. The concentrate was returned to the storage
sheds at Botwood and the Agga was chartered, but the skipper of her
declared the cargo too dangerous to ship. Because of this delay, the con-
centrates were stuck in Botwood over the winter due to the seasonal
freeze-up and did not leave until June of the following summer.

With the shipment of ore, all the digparaieel ements of the Buchansmining
operation were now synchronized and operating as one, with a smooth
flow of raw ore from underground, through the mill, down the tracks, and
outward bound from Botwood for markets overseas.

The Great Depression — Prices Slump

By the end of 1929, when the three orebodieswere more fully delineated,
the life of the operation was estimated at forty years. The future looked
bright, except for one thing: World metal prices slumped, making the
Buchans operations alosing proposition. Management projected that rev-
enue from the current level of production was not adequate enough to
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cover both the fixed and operating costs and |eave a reasonabl e return for
the shareholders. By infusing a further $1,500,000 of capital, they esti-
mated that by increasing the mill production to 1,200 tons per day, they
could reduce the cost per ton sufficiently enough to recoup the investment
and make the whole operation economically viable. It was a gamble: If
world metal prices went down too low, both the initial capital outlay and
that provided for expansion could be lost, but the decision was made by
the directors to “do or die’. Head office dispatched three personnel to
work on the mill expansion, and the company signed an agreement with
the International Power and Paper Company to transmit additional elec-
tric power by atransmission line from Deer Lake.

The decision turned out to be the right one. Prices did continue dipping
until 1933, when lead and zinc fetched only one-third of their 1928 prices,
but by then, production had already reached the target of 1,200 tons daily.
As aresult, the cost per ton of ore was significantly reduced. It had cost
$3.98 to produce a ton of ore in 1930, but two years later, with doubled
production, the cost per ton was lowered to $2.20. Besides increasing the
production to reduce the cost per ton of concentrate, the company took
another, more drastic step: It instructed the paymaster to reduce salaries.
On the other hand, there was full employment in Buchans, which was
considerably better than the majority of Newfoundland communities.
Metal priceswere slow to recover during the Depression of the 1930s, but
the production cost per ton remained low enough to cover the bills, and
the town’s future was assured.

Like the law of physics that states for “every action, there is an equal
and opposite reaction”, the board of directors' resolution had its negative
side. While increasing the mill capacity ensured the success of Buchans,
it shortened it’s life span from forty years to fifteen years. However, fif-
teen years work was better than shutting down the operation altogether.
The amortization on the capital costs was met, aswell asthe yearly oper-
ating costs, but it was not until 1937 that the directors could declare div-
idends to the shareholders.

The authors of the Newfoundland Royal Commission Report of 1933,
had visited Buchans and were greatly impressed, noting that the town “ of
Buchansis remarkable as being one of the few settlements in the interior
of Newfoundland. So far removed from the sea and from other towns, the
people are thrown to a large extent upon their own resources. The
Company has provided them with facilities for education, recreation and
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amusement, and we were struck by the progressive spirit which prevailed.
The town has been attractively laid out and is equipped with an excellent
water supply, modern drainage and el ectric light. The Company maintains
a school, and there is also a night-school for workers in the mine. A cin-
ematheatre serves also as atown hall. Thereisaflourishing athletic club.
A hospital, with aresident medical officer and two nurses, is maintained
by the Company.

“The population of Buchans is about 1,000, of whom about 300 are
employed in the mine. Wages are good and relations between the employees
and the management are excellent. Pricesin the stores are high, owing to the
distance of the town from the coast and to discriminatory railway freight
rates.

“Asat Grand Falls, the high birth-rate at Buchans gives rise to some anx-
iety. Indeed, the future of the town itself may be said to hang in the balance,
since, if no further bodies of ore can be discovered, the minewill be exhaus-
ted in 1947. The problem of providing for the coming generation of
Newfoundlanders is one to which we have referred elsewhere; the solution
of the special problem of Buchanswill, it is hoped, be found in the discovery
of other workable deposits.”

The importance of Buchans to the economy of Newfoundland during the
Dirty Thirties cannot be underestimated. The Commissioners noted that
“From the standpoint of tonnage Botwood handles more business than
any other port in Newfoundland.” Of the 320,000 tons exported through
the port, 200,000 tons, over 60%, were concentrates from Buchans. In a
year when the total revenue received by government was $10,000,000, the
little town of Buchanswas responsblefor 6%, or $600,000.

Rothermere Mine

One of the great difficulties the workers at Buchans had to face when con-
fronting the company for higher wages, was the psychological restraint of
knowing that the orebodies had a limited life span. The company could
always rationalize not upgrading the bunkhouses, or relieving family
stresses by building more houses by arguing that such an expenditure
would be frivolous and wasteful, considering that the town’s days were
numbered. Through the 1930s, as orebodies were completely delineated
and new pockets of sulphidesfound, the mine’slife was extended beyond
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the early estimate, but by 1947, the ore would be depleted in just four
short years.

Fortunately, in 1945, a concerted effort was made to concentrate explo-
ration efforts in the immediate vicinity of the known orebodies, and in
late 1947, the results proved most gratifying. Just west of Lucky Strike,
surface drilling found another mineral deposit large enough to develop
into a producing mine, though it was deeper than Lucky Strike. This
became known as Rothermere Mine, named after Lord Rothermere,
founder of the A.N.D. Co. This mine was accessed by a 2,505 foot shaft
and extended the ore reserves by ten years.

MacLean Mine

Surface drilling found another orebody northwest of the new Rothermere
Mine in February of 1950. Because it was deeper than Rothermere, an
exploration drift at the 2,330 foot level was drilled from Rothermere to
the new orebody, and diamond drilling conducted from below ground to
delineate and develop this new deposit. It’'s tonnage was nearly the same
as Rothermere Mine and was named MacLean Mine, after Geologist Dr.
H. J. MacLean, who lost hislife in a plane crash while prospecting.

In 1953, the exploration efforts at Buchans turned to the old Oriental
Mine. The geology of the area was reexamined and new drilling initiated,
resulting in the discovery of enough oreto add two yearsto the life of the
town.

With the discoveries of these new orebodies, the 1950s brought with them
an air of optimism, so ASARCO and private businesses began spending
new capital and the face of Buchans changed dramatically. Two new retail
stores opened, and the chronic housing shortagewas alleviated by the con-
struction of enough houses to accommodate 140 families. A new hospital
opened in 1957. During the previous year a road linking Buchans to the
Trans-Canada Highway was opened, ending the isolation of the town.
Despite the major phase of new housing construction, it was not enough
to meet the demand. In 1956, Miner Merril Reid built a house near the
Buchans River on the main road. Many othersfollowed his example, until
a bustling community of about 60 houses was established at the satellite
town called Pigeon Inlet. Expansion was halted in 1960 when writs pro-
hibiting home improvements were served on the residents, who then lob-
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bied government for solutions to the dilemma through local political
activists Melvin Penney and Graham Flight. In the end, government
decided to expropriate land adjacent to Buchans where it laid out a
planned townsite, and moved the houses. Not sated by hisinvolvement in
municipal politics, Graham Flight went on to the provincial area, where
he is perhaps best remembered more recently as the kingmaker who
resigned to provide a district vacancy so that Premier Clyde Wells could
take a seat in the House of Assembly.

The 1960s brought more improvements. The social infrastructure was
greatly improved with the construction of a new stadium and curling rink,
fire hall and library.

Unfortunately, by the early 1970s, the end of Buchans was in sight. As
aresult, the miners’ union attempted to extract as much benefit from the
operation as possible for its members. There were two bitter strikes, and
in 1973, government commissioned an industrial inquiry, headed by uni-
versity professor Howard J. Dyer. His second report, published in 1974,
made it clear that Buchans, as a one-industry town, was in for a rude
shock within six years when the ore ran out. It pressured government to
commission a Buchans Task Force to examine the social and economic
issues looming in everybody’s future and provide solutions to make the
process as painless as possible. One thrust of its recommendations was to
have ASARCO rdinquish ownership of the town’s housing and municipal
administration. The sale of houses began on July 25, 1977 and a local
improvement district board appointed until 1979, when the old town of
Buchans amalgamated with the new “Townsite.” Another thrust of the
Buchans Task Force was to explore new economic opportunities to sup-
port those who wished to remain in Buchans when the mines closed.

The Red Indian Lake Development Association, established in
November of 1974, and headed by Ed Hamilton aso began investigating
social and economic programs for the development of the Buchans
region.

Changes occurred rapidly. On June 30, 1977, the Buchans train made
its last trip to Millertown Junction with ore. From that point until the
mines closed, the ore was hauled directly to Botwood by truck.Valiantly,
ASARCO, with the aid of government money, attempted to undertake
barite recovery from the town’s tailings, thereby extending the life of the
mining and milling operation until August 1, 1984.
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One person who was at Buchans through the difficult 1970s and 1980s
was Mr. Carl Powell, one of many individuals on various committees that
lobbied governments for programs to help the people of Buchans facing
ninety per cent unemployment. His memory of the time s clear.

“Of al the history and memorabilia that | have from my days in
Buchans as a mining/metallurgical engineer during the early sixtiesto the
late eighties, the most outstanding facet is the high quality of human val-
ues of the people,” says Powell.

“Their intelligence, moral values and strong family values sustained and
nourished the area through good times and bad. This little baliwick that
operated a mine/mill/infrastructure complex for some sixty years of pro-
cessing avery complex ore was aworld-class adventure. It was known as
the fruitcake ore, sinceit had alittle of everything. Many innovative ideas
and processes were pioneered there, with a lot of them later being used
worldwide. Finally, those hardworking, ingenious Buchaneers were
instrumental in developing the recovery of barite from the tailings. There
is only one other orebody in the world that closely resembled Buchans,
and that is on the side of Mount Fujiyamain Japan.

“The approaching closure of the mines gave rise to the Dyer
Commission Report, the Red Indian Lake Development Association, the
Buchans Task Force Report, and the formation of the Buchans Action
Committee, to maintain public interest in the town’s fate, and Buchans
was instrumental in the formation of the National Committee On Single
Industry Towns in Canada, another unique pioneering project.

“There is very unlikely to be another class of people anywhere that
would surpass those wonderful women, men and children of our home
town.”
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The Workers And The Company

On February 4, 1929, Mr. K. M Brown of the Department of Agriculture
and Mines made a surprise visit to Buchans, to investigate conditions
concerning “housing and general sanitation provided for workmen.”

Brown's report is preserved in the Provincial Archivesin St. John's. In
it, he had several disturbing observations.

“1 found conditions in the cookhouse intolerably bad. Tables and
floors were in awretched condition with dirt and filth. There was not
even a bit of ail cloth on the plank tables, the seams of which were
filled with a nauseating accumulation of debris. | cannot too strongly
condemn conditions here, which bore out the numerous complaints
voiced to me by the men in this connection.

“On the whol e the quality and quantity of food supplied appears all
right, but it was represented to me that the cooking was bad and that
the allowance of potatoes was insufficient, while the quality of pota-
toes was very poor. | noted that the cooks were untidy looking and
none was equipped with an apron.”

“RECOMMENDATIONS: Recommendations should be made by the
Government immediately to the management at Buchans, that conditions be
radically changed, both as to cooking conditions and the serving of food to
the men. Attention should be called to the class of cooking utensils and
tableware, most of it utterly unfit for the purposes for which it is now being
used.”

The Bunkhouse

“The bunkhouse when | first saw it reminded me aimost irresistibly
of conditions as| have seen them in the sleeping quarters of a sealing
steamer just returned from the icefields. The bunkhouse itself is a
low, one-storey structure, altogether too congested. It contains a row
of bunks on each side and one down the centre. The bunks are double,
a most objectionable arrangement, for a number of reasons. The
aisles between the rows of bunks are only about three feet wide.
“The aisles themselves are mopped up occasionally and are the only
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portion of the bunkhouse that can be said to be at all clean, and then
only relatively so. By that | mean that there is no attempt at all made
to clean up under the bunks, where there is an accumulation of filth,
brushed in during the mopping process, as well as dirty garments and
other objectionable things.

“There is nothing whatever about the sleeping quarters of the men
to induce in the workmen themselves any desire for persona cleanli-
ness. From what | have remarked about the congested nature of the
bunkhouse, it will readily be perceived that arrangements for daylight
lighting and for ventilation are altogether insufficient.

“The general washroom for the workmen is at one end of the
bunkhouseand is reached through a door leading off from the sleeping
quarters. Washing up is done in pans which are laid in a wooden
trough about ten feet by four. This trough is of unlined plank and it
will readily be appreciated what sort of condition it is in through
numerous pans of dirty water being dumped into it. This arrangement
isunsanitary and utterly objectionable. It isinjurious to the morae as
well as the health of the workmen.

“1 have no fault with the lavatories. These are kept clean through
the flow of a constant stream of water.

“The dry house is situated off the mill and about a half mile from
the men’s living quarters. It is to this house that the miners go after
they come out of the working. They clean up with shower baths,
where hot and cold water are available. Hot water must, of necessity,
be used in most cases to secure any satisfactory degree of cleanliness.
After using the shower baths, the men have to walk to their sleeping
quarters. The result of this it that there is a great deal of sickness,
ascribable to men going out into the cold air from the shower baths,
with their pores open. Some change, more in keeping with the health
and convenience of the men, should be made in this connection.

RECOMMENDATIONS: “I strongly recommend that the use of the present
type of bunkhouse be discontinued. They should be replaced by bunkhouses
two storeys high. The lower storey can then be used for bathing facilities for
the men coming from the workings... The top storey could be used for sleep-
ing quarters.

“The men instead of being herded together asis now the case, should sleep
about four in a small room, the sleeping quarters being divided up for this
purpose. Proper segregation, comfort, light and ventilation could thus be
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assured all the inmates.

“Zinc-lined washing troughs should also be substituted for the pre-
sent filthy plank contraptions. Running water should also be provi-
ded. | cannot too strongly urge the necessity for the Government
insisting on such a change.”

“Living costs are, in my opinion, adtogether too high for the workmen.
For instance, they are charged $15.20 a ton for coal, whereas the
charge made for the same article at Grand Falls is about four dollars
per ton less. Food costs and the costs of other necessities supplied by
the company’s stores are also atogether too great. An explanation of
the prevailing high charges may be found in the fact that the company
charges as much for freight transportation over its thirty-odd miles of
branch railroad as the government does for hauling the same goods
over the main line from St. John's to Millertown Junction, a distance
of over three hundred miles. The rents charged by the company for its
bungalows are, in my opinion, far too high to demand for the use of
such atype of house.

RECOMMENDATIONS: “I suggest that the Government, through the
medium of the Newfoundland Railway or otherwise, should bring such pres-
sure to bear on the Management at Buchans as to force them to lower their
freight charges over their branch line to a reasonable basis.

“During the summer of 1928, when the Company’s dam burst, the
men had to flee for their lives, some of them only partly clad. Many
of these men have received no recompense for their loss, and appear
to be unable to force any claim for settlement. The loss of belongings
was very serious for some of the workmen totalling, in some cases,
upwards of one hundred dollars.”

RECOMMENDATIONS: “The Government, in my opinion, should at an
early date take such steps as are necessary to secure justice for the men who
lost their belongings through the failure of the company’s dam and who, to
date, have been refused compensation.”

“About a couple of months ago a Mrs. Dabbin (widow) and her
daughter went to Buchans to keep house for Mr. J. W. Williams, the
manager of the company. They did not like conditions in his house-
hold and Mrs. Dobhin, a daughter of Capt. Winsor, of the Central Fire
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Hall, decided to return to St. John’s, while her daughter obtained a
place with the Royal Stores Staff House. She was ordered out of town
by Mr. Williams, by whose orders she was, later on, prevented from
returning to the same employment. This is information received by
me from reputable and dependable residents of Buchans.”

RECOMMENDATIONS: “The case of the daughter of Mrs. Dobbinis cited
here to stress the extent to which the Management are inclined to carry their
authority in Buchans as a ‘ closed town.” The Government may, or may not,
beinclined to interfere in this connection and to state what it regards as afair
and reasonable policy for the Management to adopt and enforce.”

The Minister, Honourable J. F. Downey, submitted Brown’s report to the
government, with a covering letter stating that he felt conditions were so
intolerable that the Department of Health might be the more appropriate
agency to consult. Asfor the case of Mrs. Dobbin, the Minister felt noth-
ing should be done. She had recourse to legal action, and in his opinion,
“from information which has reached me indirectly | am inclined to think
that the matter was rather strongly pictured to Mr. Brown.”

A Parliamentary Subcommittee Visits

The Department of Agriculture and Mines subsequently initiated an
investigation by a Parliamentary Subcommittee into working and living
conditions at Buchans. Management was informed of the visit, and the
subcommittee arrived on March 24, 1929, when it invited workers to out-
line their concerns in it's private railcar. The company did not look
favourably on anyone who entered the car, and the turnout was low. It is
no wonder. The subcommittee reported, “We were rather disappointed
that a large number of men did not avail of the invitation and the oppor-
tunity. Those men who did visit us on the car to state their case, expressed
their opinion that others were deterred from following suit through fear of
losing their jobs.

“One young man, Clyde Lockyear, of Woody Island, Placentia Bay,
straightforwardly expressed the opinion that he was sure to be discharged
because of coming to interview us. We have since been advised by him of
his dismissal.”

(Clyde Lockyear’s dismissal supports the original findings of Inspector
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Brown regarding the shabby treatment of Widow Dobbin’s daughter, who
was deported and banned from returning to Buchans. The representations
made by “reputable and dependable residents in Buchans’ to Brown
regarding Miss Dobbin were not “rather strongly pictured” as the
Minister of Mines and Agriculture had concluded one month earlier.)

The subcommittee inspected the cookhouse, which it found adequate,
though poorly lit, and visited the mess room where it found the tables
covered with “white oil cloth.” Thiswas the high point: On other matters,
the subcommittee found that the company ruled with a high hand.

The Bunkhouses

The subcommittee noted that there were four bunkhouses, each accom-
modating forty men. Each building was 60 feet long and 30 feet wide,
with a wood stove at either end. A centre aisle ran down the middle of
each barrack, with double-deck bunks, each with double springs,
arranged along the length of each wall. When the subcommittee objected
to the arrangement of two men sleeping on each bed spring — there were
no mattresses — the company offered the lame, self-serving rationalization
“the men preferred to sleep doubles, anyway.”

As for mattresses, management reported that the men did not have the
sense to keep them clean. The subcommittee noted that even the timber-
men in the roughest logging camps had mattresses provided and that the
Buchans management could provide them at negligible cost, and easily
hold the individuals responsible for their hygiene.

Management further diminished criticismsof the bunkhouses by insisting
that this was a temporary arrangement. It's intent was to “house all its
workmen and their families on the town site.” The inspectors noted that
there were 55 bungal ows built, but the rate of construction planned by the
company was inadequate. It would take fifteen years to have all the
bunkhouse men housed in family dwellings.

Theinspectors, in making its report, used Grand Falls as abase for com-
parison purposes. Coal to heat houses in Buchans was unreasonably high,
but the company forbade anyone to alleviate this cost by harvesting the
ample forests nearby, as did peoplein the pulp and paper town. Also, fam-
ilies of the employees had to pay for each visit to the doctor: On the other
hand, families in Grand Falls received this service free of charge.
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Regarding the technical operations of the mines and mill, the subcom-

mittee, perhaps a bit outside its expertise, could only make general, com-
mon-sense recommendations on safety conditions.
However, it did take exception to the company’s forcing men to work on
the Sabbath for straight time. “Sunday work at Buchans should be paid
for at a much higher rate; certainly for no less than double time. That is
the rule everywhere else. The management of Buchans should not be per-
mitted to exploit its position of advantage in a closed town,” it pro-
claimed.

On the matter of the cost of retail goods, the workmen and their fami-
lies were gouged. The Royal Stores was required to charge St. John's
prices, adding only freight. However, the freight charged by ASARCO for
just over thirty miles in distance from Millertown Junction to Buchans
was more than that charged by the Newfoundland Railway to haul freight
hundreds of miles from St. John’sto Millertown Junction! The exorbitant
Millertown Junction to Buchans rate was actually based on the A.N.D.
Co. rate. The A.N.D. Co., of course, owned haf of The Buchans
Company and any schemeto recover a portion of the salaries paid out was
a good thing — for the shareholders.

The key recommendations of the subcommittee included the following:

(1) More care in the preparation of food for the men
using the bunkhouse and messroom.

(2) Better supervision of the bunkhouse cleaning crew.

(3) One bunkhouse be put aside for mill employees,
and the practice of sleeping two men in abunk be
discontinued immediately.

(4) Mattresses to the bunkhouses be provided by the
company.

(5) If possible, to build enough housing within two
years to abolish the bunkhouses.

(6) That the company be invited to show cause why
electricity and coal prices were high and to permit
people to gather firewood.

(7) Work to reduce freight rates on consumer goods.

(8) Improve working conditions by reducing shiftsin
the mine from ten hours to eight hours per day; pay
no less than $4.00 per eight hour shift in the mines;
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Sunday work be reduced and paid at double time;
and pay the Botwood workers no less that fifty cents per
hour, in no more than eight hour shifts.

The First Wildcat Strike

The Buchans Worker’s Protective Union was officially organized on July
31, 1934. Two years later, to the month, it pulled the workers out on a
wildcat strike. The following article appeared in a St. John's paper on
July 24, 1936:

GENERAL STRIKE. —“In protest against the dismissal of a miner named
Dwyer the labor union at Buchans ordered a general strike which took effect
yesterday afternoon. The whole plant closed down as a result. The manager
of the mines, Mr. P. W. George, issued a bulletin asking the men to return to
work pending a settlement of the trouble. Last night the miners' union held
ameeting and decided to return to work on condition that Dwyer was rein-
stated. The Telegram was advised this forenoon that operations had resumed
and that Dwyer had been given work in another section of the plant pending
an investigation into the trouble which will take place when the mines
superintendent returns from a vacation.”

Thefinal outcome of Dwyer’s case is unclear, and whether the union had
successfully negotiated a written collective agreement up to then is equally
unclear. However, by December of 1937, both parties had hammered out
an agreement, but with one major flaw: The agreement did not make the
union the sole collective bargaining agency. Many miners had not signed
on.

The Strike of ‘41.

On a Friday night in the summer of 1941, on the first of Augug, the miners
of Buchans went on another wildcat strike. Unlike the strike of five years
previoudy, this one was not initiated by the local miners union.
However, many of the wildcatters, not in the union up to that point,
immediately signed on, quickly swelling the membership to about 700. It
was a brave act of defiance and with numbers on their side, the union
assumed leadership of the strike action. There was a world war in
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progress, and this became alegal and psychological weapon to try to per-
suade the men to return, but they refused, agreeing only to allow the ship-
ment of ore already stockpiled. No more ore would enter the mill.

On the following Tuesday, the Union presented its demands to the
Company:

(2) 10 cents per hour increase in all wages,

(2) Time and a half for overtime on regular shifts (that is above
9 or 10 hours);

(3) Sunday work to be considered as overtime work.

(4) Company should, in so far as they are able, maintain cost of
living at a certain level.

(5) Company should employ only Union men.

The only point on which the company agreed was (2): Time and a half for
overtime on regular shifts. It also would consider some sort of bonus. The
union stood it's ground and informed government that it would return to
work only if an arbitration tribunal came immediately. Government
refused, and the men stayed out, blocking all shipments of ore to
Botwood. At a minimum, they would stay out until the Arbitration Board
arrived. Government’s response was to dispatch a special trainload of 75
policemen, who arrived in town a week after the strike had begun. The
police used the same argument that the company used: It was unpatriotic
to strike in atime of conflict when the metals were essential to the war
effort.

But the Buchans miners would no longer be intimidated. It would take
another week before the men went back in the pits.

The Honourable Wilfred Woods, Commissioner for Public Utilities
went to the town and pleaded with the union executive to return to work,
otherwise there would be no tribunal. The executive refused, and upon
Woods' request to meet the membership directly, agreed to a genera
meeting. The men’s answer: No!

The company next posted a notice requesting that the men load and ship
concentrates but, to a man, the union held it's ground. Not one person
crossed the picket line.

Two weeksafter the strike began, the tribund wired the union, announcing
its arrival. Included in the telegram was a statement of urgency:

“We understand Union has promised Government to return to work as soon
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as we arrive. We understand also that strike besides delaying supply of zinc
which isessential war material has probably already rendered useless certain
steamer movements ordered in advance by Britain. Any waste of ship move-
ments greatly hinders the vital Battle of the Atlantic. In these circumstances
Tribunal feels that characteristic Nfld. patriotism and common sense would
be displayed by Union if it returned to work now and got concentrates on
way without awaiting our arrival, thus saving valuable time. Thisis friendly
suggestionfrom Tribunal and not an order and is our own idea without referr-
ing to Government. Sincerely hope it will be acted upon.”

The tribunal’s mandate flowed from “ The Defense (Avoidance of Strikes
and Lockouts) Regulations, 1941” formulated under The Emergency
Powers (Defense) Act of 1940.

The union was at last satisfied. It's promise made two weeks earlier —
to go back to work if Government had sent atribunal —was as sincere as
the wishes of the arbitrators to end the matter fairly, and the men imme-
diately voted to return to work. The board made an extensive report to
Government on its findings in September. While the union wanted the
basic hourly wage increased, the tribunal recommended a cost-of-living
bonus of sixty-seven and one half cents per day of 8 or 9 hours, retroac-
tive to the beginning of the war. Overtime beyond a nine hour shift should
be paid at time and one half. Determining the difference between essen-
tial and non-essential work on Sundaysproved too difficult for the tribunal
to figure out, so it left it to the parties involved to work on it further.

Perhaps the biggest breakthrough out of the strike of 1941 and the tri-
bunal’sinvestigation dealt with union recognition. No longer would work-
ershave to cower in fear of losing their jobs should they accidentally look
at a shift boss sideways or make fair comments on the company’s prac-
ticesand policies. The company agreed to recognize the union’s exclusive
right of representation and would permit the union to post notices at the
workplace. The notices would inform the workers:

(1) that the union is recognized as the sole collective bargaining
agency by the company;

(2) that all workers are urged to join it;

(3) that thisis done by permission of the company;

(4) that the recognition extends so long as the union has a paid-up
membership of two-thirds of the workmen and elects its offi-
cers and executive by secret ballot.
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The strike of 1941, and the minimal demands that the company refused to
meet should be viewed against a background of increased profits for the
company, suggesting that it was being very stingy in paying a decent
wage. The operation was profitable with only zinc and lead concentrates
separated, but on December 1, 1936, the company was reaping an addi-
tional benefit from the fact that technology advances also permitted the
selective separation of a copper concentrate, resulting in a windfall profit.
This was on top of another great advance: In 1934, a gravity concentrate
that contained the elements of gold and silver was developed that contin-
ued to add to ASARCO's revenues until 1974. While the strike of 1941
did little to raise substantially the quality of life of the miners, ASARCO
and the A.N.D. Co. recorded pre-tax earnings of $5,600,000in the previous
year from Buchans.

Thetribunal was also presented with many other matters of concern to the
miners, but in most cases the investigators felt they were outside their
terms of reference and left it to the company and the union or individuals
to work out. Some of these issues included opening the town up to other
businesses, hiring another doctor, eliminating the cost of the employees
monthly fee for free medicine, and opening adrug store. There were peti-
tions for better sawerage, faster repairs on houses, better fencing, a supply
of storm windows and doors by the company, wiring of woodsheds, and
placing electric meter cardsin all houses.

Closer to the work situation, it was noted that there were men working
alonein pits, the cage tenders were not always available in cases of emer-
gency, while underground, some miners had to boil their own kettles
while others did not. These and other issues were either consdered trivial
by the investigators, or the parties decided to sort the matters out them-
selves. Issues concerning working in the mill and on the surface, condi-
tions in the cookhouses and bunkhouses and the cost of freight on con-
sumer goods were also aired, but generally speaking, on these matters, the
tribunal was nothing more than a sounding board.

One of the great issues was that of fumigating the bunkhouses, to rid them
of vermin and insects. Thiswas carried out once ayear, if at all, but unfor-
tunately, the men had no place to go while it was being done. The tribunal
recommended that a separate building be made available for the
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bunkhouse men to move into while their buildings were being treated, on
a quarterly basis, however, the recommendations were not binding.

The Walkout of 1944

Fifteen years after the Department of Mines and Agriculture had investi-
gated the horrible conditions in the messhall, there was some improve-
ment, but apparently, not much. On July 4, 1944 the miners stopped work
over a “dispute which arose at Buchans concerning the quality of food
served to the men there,” said the Grand Falls newspaper. The work stop-
page lasted just long enough to send a tdegraph message to government,
giving therequired 21 days' notice of atrade dispute, after which the men
immediately returned to work.

Before the 21 days were up, government dispatched a labour relations
officer who mediated a successful agreement between the union and man-
agement. Another long walkout had been averted.

The Christmas Riot of ‘49

In December of 1949, the isolation that nurtured occasional outbursts of
cabin fever in the bunkhouse men erupted into an epidemic and drove
some of the men mad. They staged a full-fledged riot. The train schedule
out of Buchans did not permit the men to leave for afew days and return
in time for their after-Christmas shifts. When the company refused to
change the timetable to accommodate them, many of the men rushed the
train station, to find the train slowly moving out. Jumping from the
railbed, and clinging onto the train, they found that the crews on board
had locked the doors, but stubbornly, several of the men hung onto the
train as long as they could, hoping that the engineer would take pity and
stop. He did not stop, and the last man, no longer able to take the strain
on hisarms, fell off at Tin Can Curve.

Later that same day, the messhall erupted into ariot when the Assistant
Manager, E. M. Martin arrived to address the crowd. Martin was greeted
by aflying turkey leg that smacked him in the side of the face!

The men were thwarted from getting home that Christmas, but sensing
some urgency to resolve thisissue, both the union and company met with
government in the new year to press for a road linking Buchans to the
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Trans-Newfoundland highway at Badger. In the meantime, the company
rescheduled the trains the following Christmas to accommodate those
who wanted to spend the holidays with their families on the outside.

The Strike of 1955

On June 15, 1955, Union President John Quinlan led the 280 miners of
the Miner’s Protective Union in a strike for a ten cent an hour increase,
across the board. The miners had broken away from the Buchans
Workmen's Protective Union the previous year, splintering the work-
force, thereby reducing its effectiveness in dealing with the employer.
The work stoppage lasted three weeks.

Recognizing the disadvantages of not working together, in 1957, the
two unions merged under the auspices of the United Steelworkers of
America, and formed Local 5457.

The Strike of 1971

Theyear 1971 was awatershed year for the worker-company relationship
in Buchans. For the first time, al the workers, including the Local 974 of
the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, went on strike as a
united body in a strike vote of 98.9 per cent. The walkout began on June
21t

The men were looking for respect from the company, the respect that
comes with a decent wage. The workers were no longer cut off from the
outside world. The international union, with its worldwide network of
contacts for information gathering, could easily stockpile the ammunition
needed to present a reasonable argument to the mining company. The
ammunition came in the form of comparative figures that the company
paid itsworkersin other locations around the world. The union felt araise
of one dollar an hour was fair, but the company offered only 36 cents.
Despite the impasse, the union made sure that essential services such as
garbage collection, checking on mine flooding and operating the central
heating boiler service carried on as usual.

Once the facts of the union’s case was made to the local media, the gen-
eral editorial consensus was that the company was heavy handed. By
August, ASARCO had not bothered to send in a negotiator from head
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office, and a local paper stated, “There can be nothing but public outcry
at the way the American Smelting and Refining Company Co. are han-
dling the situation. Alas, they are not handling it.”

The strikers dug in their heels. An oil tanker was refused permission to
cross the main picket line, but sneaked onto company property by going
around a chained-off road. It remained trapped on the premises for six
days, until a court injunction was served. Mid-September, after negotia-
tions between the company and the union broke off, the union withdrew
around-the-clock services to the centra heating plants, forcing the
schools and the hospital to close. Patients were transferred to the hospital
at Grand Falls. Organized garbage collection was discontinued and each
household brought its own refuse to the dump, where it was left above
ground, creating afeast for the fat vermin. The department of health was
caledin.

By September, Union President Don Head was fearing that the Buchans
strikers would face along, hard winter.

The local Parish Priest, Father Raymond Hawco said that “things
appeared a bit brighter before the latest round of talks’ but now, the situ-
ation was “pessimistic.” He thought the time had come for someone to
step in and mediate the conflict.

By now the union demand was reduced to an hourly raise of 80 cents
an hour, but the company was still stuck in the mud at 36 cents. The same
company had signed an agreement with their Arizona workers giving the
lowest paid $3.49 per hour, while the lowest paid in Buchanswas receiving
only $2.24. On strike, a family of four received only $24 aweek in strike
pay, but the men were determined not to go back for only 36 cents more
per hour. In late September, the national and international representatives
of the Steelworkers began a campaign to explain the plight of Local 5457
to the membership employed by ASARCO around the world.

October and the cooling weather brought on speculation that the two
schools in Buchans would have to be closed for the winter, if there were
no resolution in the strike. The company announced that the temporary
heating would be discontinued on October sixteenth, leaving the educa-
tion of 800 sudentsin jeopardy. It looked like there would be a long, bitter
winter on the picket line, so the Toronto office of the Steelworkers initi-
ated a drive to raise $500,000 for the Buchans miners by sending a local
representative across North Americato meet with the Steelworker broth-
erhood and pitch the cause of their poor “cousins’ in Newfoundland.
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Many individuals, disillusioned by work and living conditions in
Buchans had taken advantage of the period off work and cast about for
work elsewhere in Canada. Many workers found that their skills were
more valuable outside, where their employers showed their appreciation
with fatter paycheques. As the opportunities on the mainland became
known to those back home, there began a slow exodus of skilled Iabour
out of Buchans.

Out of the frustration and anxiety of the long period without work,
Hazel Flight and her sister Fronie wrote a poem called “Buchans Song”
that later became famous around town as the “The Buchans Strike.” It
succinctly describes the situation in which many families found them-
selves, considering that maybe there was no future in Buchans. The
Buchans strikers, at their union meetings, began singing the ballad to the
tune of The Bell Island Song. Hazel has recorded her thoughts on writing
it:

“The poem came to mind when the strike was on at Buchans. My father
who was affected by the strike was preparing to move his family elsewhere,
as making a living was very far from sight. | was helping to pack some of
the belongings and began to think about how many others were in the same
situation. Many men had to leave to seek employment elsewhere. Some had
to leave their families behind. All our family, my sisters, brothersand | were
born and raised in Buchans. The poem began to form, so we simply wrote it

on paper.”
Buchans's Song (The Buchans Strike)

Surrounded by thick forest, just east of Red Indian Lake,

There's a place called Buchans, where things are not so
great.

For up in Buchans there's an ore mine, that’s breaking the
hearts of men,

Because they think it will close down, and never work
again.

There are people on the welfare, and men on the picket line,

There are people leaving Buchans, who lived there a long,
long time.

But as they leave their old hometown, | only hope they’ll
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find

Another place like Buchans, that they are leaving far
behind.

On the day of June twenty-first, in the year 1971

The people at Buchans, they were having lots of fun.

Then things came to a standstill, and now we just exist,

For little did we know that day, that things would come to
this.

Some men have left their families, to find a job elsewhere
Some have gone to the mainland, some gone to Sephenville.
Some have left to settle down, quite against their will
Meanwhile up in Buchans, the strike continues still.
With the help from other unions,
And with people on our side,
Our town won't become a ghosttown,
But still remain alive.

(Used with permission)

Negotiators representing both sides had been meeting throughout October
and a package was presented to the strikers in early November. It was
rejected by anarrow majority and both sides began talking in earnest, cul-
minating in an agreement that was accepted on the twelfth of November,
by 64 per cent of the membership. The union did not get its 80 cents per
hour, but only 55 cents over the life of the two-year contract. Minor
improvements saw two extra holidays per year and other benefits costing
an additional 11 cents per hour to implement. After twenty weeks on the
picket line, and winter closing in, it was better than nothing.

As events evolved, the strike of 1971 turned out to be one step in a
learning process, a training ground to toughen those who stayed behind.
They were soon to be on the picket line once again, and compared to
1973, the strike of 1971 was a garden party.

Come Hell or High Water
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The Buchans strike of 1971 was the longest [abour dispute in the history
of Newfoundland — up to that time — but a general strike by the same
union in 1973 lasted two months longer. The seasoned veterans of the
Battle of ‘71 were ready to charge the enemy again. This time there was
violence on the picket line: Union President Don Head was fined $5,000
for contempt of court.

The contract signed in January of 1971 was due to expire at the end of
February 1973. In January, before negotiations began on a new agree-
ment, the union had already staged a short wildcat walkout to protest the
lack of medical staff at the hospital. The men were feisty and in the mood
to fight. Events moved quickly. In February they were negotiating for a
new contract: Within a few days the union requested conciliation assis-
tance from government. The conciliation officer found that the company
was not bargaining in good faith and by March 15, Local 5457 was on the
picket lines again.

Nothing happened around the bargaining table in April, but something
major did happen outdoors on the picket line. On April 18, the courts
served an injunction to limit the number of picketerson alineto four per-
sons. The union promptly ignored it. The president of Local 5457, Don
Head was quoted as saying, “Come hell or high water, law or no law,
nobody is going to cross that picket line until the company names a date
for resumption of contract negotiations.” A pattern began to evolve that
continued throughout the duration of the strike. Daily regular meetings
were scheduled at the union hall, after which the assambled crowd, waving
signs, shouting slogans and singing songs, led by the union executive, hit
the streets in a march through town.

Tensions reached a new high with the report that company geologist
Kenny Larsen had driven through the picket line, carrying Jim Peddle and
Tom Rickets on the bonnet of his car, dightly injuring Ricketts. The same
fellow had aggravated picketers in the strike of 1971, and the men were
furious. Observing the incident, a group rushed onto company property,
where they overturned Larsen’s beloved muscle car, a Delta 88, onto its
bonnet and roof. A driller who had considerable experience with explo-
sives underground proclaimed, “The situation here now has reached the
point where it's a powder keg with a very short fuse.”

He would know.

Frustrated with the lack of seriousness on behalf of the company, the
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men went on a rampage. In late April, a mob ransacked the main office,
overturned company vehicles, and set fire to a railway caboose that
blocked the main entrance to the mill. They had not forgotten Larsen’s
transgression: His overturned car went up in flames.

Seeing the situation rapidly deteriorate, Premier Frank Moores initiat-
ed a meeting between the two parties to take place on neutral territory, in
St. John's. Both sides agreed and met, but in the end, nothing was accom-
plished over the bargaining table. The Minister of Manpower and
Industrial Relations, Hon. Joseph Rousseau commissioned University
Professor Howard Dyer to examine al the issues in the Buchans strike
and make recommendations for the parties to consider. Throughout the
months ahead, there was little doubt that the provincial government took
avery active, but frustrated rolein trying to bring about a resolution. The
parties just were not seeing eye to eye.

By mid-May, President Don Head was served notice to appear before
the Supreme Court on contempt of court charges, arising from the fact
that following his statement that nobody would crossthe picket line, more
people than was legal were manning the line. On May 26th, he was fined
$5,000.00, to be paid by May 31st, or face three monthsin jail. Union soli-
darity prevailed: The provincial Federation of Labour canvassed it's
members and covered the fine before the deadline.

In June, Professor Dyer’s report was submitted to government, and on
June 12, an overwhelming 87 per cent of the union membership voted to
accept it. It called for atwenty per cent increase in wages over atwo year
period, but the company mulled it over until June 28, at which time it
turned it down flat.

The strike dragged on through the hottest months of the summer. In
September, the company presented the union with a proposd very similar
to the Dyer proposal, but for three years instead of two. It was accepted
by the union on the third of October: The following day, the miners were
back to work.

The strike of 1973 was brutal, tedious, and initially very violent.
Through the long months, the morale of the unionists was bolstered by
union-organized events every day, at the union hall, and in the town
streets, with noisy, well-attended marches during which time the men
sang songs for inspiration. These were either original ballads or ballads
adapted to well-known melodies by one of the strikers, Angus Lane.
During the strike, Memoria University folklorist Peter Narvaéz recorded
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the songs live at the union hall and released them in a recording entitled
“Come Hell Or High Water.” Included in the collection was an adaptation
of the 1971 strike song of Hazel and Fronie Flight.

Here isone of the songs of Angus Lane sung by the strikers. It was sung
to the tune of “Thank God We're Surrounded By Water” written by Tom
Cahill and made very popular by Newfoundland singer Joan Morrissey.

All Because of ASARCO

5457 is now out on strike,

We seek from ASARCO what we deem is right,
‘Til hell freezes over, we'll continue to fight,
We won't beg or plead from ASARCO.

Chorus

Our plea, our pleaisfor you and me,

To demand what we want from this company,
No one here will go down on their knees,

To beg or to plead from ASARCO.

We cut off the heat to the plant and the staff,
The schools had to suffer on our behalf,

The hospital too was caught in the draft,

All because of ASARCO.

The company makes millions on concentrate tons,
While miners end up with lead on their lungs,
Mining makes old men out of our young sons,
Producing ore for ASARCO.

A decent wage is all that we need,

A few extra dollars our families to feed,
A reasonable employer to our cause would give heed,

First Class Electrician: Gerald Cranford
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But we have to deal with ASARCO.

The welfare man he came here today,

He asked us to show us our previous pay,
When he added it up, he had this to say,
There's nothing here, try ASARCO.

Sick to your guns boys and never relent,
Don't go back for a few paltry cents,

To boost the wages of those New York gents
Who get god damn well paid by ASARCO.

The strike of 1973 greatly compounded the social upheaval begun during
the walkout of two years earlier. During the strikes, many of the men
looked for temporary work outddethe town, and came to redizethat a much
better living could be made in other mines across Canada. When the final
ratification vote was taken in October of 1973, it is estimated that of the
original membership voting to strike in February, approximately two hun-
dred were working temporarily outside the town, and one hundred had
quit outright.
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My father, Gerald Cranford, was born in the Trinity Bay outport of New
Harbour in 1926. He found work at Buchansin 1946, after working at the
Argentia naval base and Torbay airport. When the mine and mill at
Buchans closed down, he stayed on a while longer, doing electrica
cleanup, recovering all the copper wiring for scrap metal, and then he
retired to his home town of New Harbour. Some years before the mines
closed, he had foresght enough to buy a house there and spent his summer
holidays readying it for the inevitable day of reckoning.

While my father workedin the mill, his brass number was 410, a number
that will stay with me forever. It was the number penciled on the outside
of his pay envelope, filled with crisp fifty dollar bills each payday, and in
addition to my allowance, | got to shake out the loose change and keep
that too. If it contained ninety-nine centsin coin, | wasthe luckiest fellow
in Buchans!

That number — 410 — stays with me for another reason. It was the calibre
of my father’s beloved compact little shotgun that he sometimes let me
use to hunt partridge in the great alder beds that grew at the end of the
abandoned Buchans airstrip.

Hereiswhat | learned about how my parents came to Buchans.

When Gerald Cranford moved to Buchans in 1946, living conditions for
transient, or unmarried workers had not improved much from the reports
made to government in 1929. He moved into bunkhouse Number 7, near
the mess hall. The old practice of double-stacked double beds was still in
use in this one-storey tar-papered shack. There were washbasins but no
flush toilets. When the urge hit, there was along pit in an outbuilding.

“I1t was about twenty feet long. A concrete block: You'd sit up oniit, like a
hen roost. You had a big pit on the back of you. It was fairly wide, too, and
deep, you know. If you happened to fal in, you'd drown!

“There was no such thing as privacy. They had a shower down there, in
the end of the outhouse.

“1 was nineteen when | went there, in October of 1946. My Uncle Harold
March of Green's Harbour worked there in the Royal Stores at Buchans
when | was thirteen years old, and father tried to get me a job in the back
store. But Uncle Harold figured | was too small and not able to lift a sack of
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flour or a sack of spuds.

“1 was fourteenwhen | went to Argentiato work as a pin boy in the bowling
aleys. | got fired there, at that. | hit the old fella, a bully. He used to push
the boys around, and this day, the three or four of us had our alleys cleaned
up and polished. We were waiting for them to open, for the soldiers to come
in and play. Anyway, there were three or four of usin the washroom, getting
awash or combing our hair or something.

“Anyway...Chuck Taylor came in. He was about three hundred pounds,
with a big potbelly. We all started to |eave the washroom when he was com-
ing in. He pushed a couple of the boys, and pushed me, so | hauled around
and | let him have it. | hit him in the stomach with my fist, but | didn’'t hurt
him, to tell you the truth, but anyway, he fired me.

“1 was home about a year and then father got me another job in Argentia
in the tinsmith shop. Father was a tinsmith on the base and | worked with
him, and then with Uncle George Jones, from Notre Dame Bay.

“Next, | went to Grand Falls to find work. | met Len Pollett on the train.
He asked me where | was going, and | said, ‘Why, I'm not going anywhere
particular. I’'m going to Grand Falls now, as far as | know.’

“‘Well,” he said, ‘why don’t you come up to Buchans with me. You might
get ajob up there’

““Yesb'y, I’ve got nothing to lose.’

“Anyhow, when | got down to Millertown Junction, | was supposed to
have a pass or a message saying | had ajob, in order to go up. Martin Snow
was there then. | said, ‘Well, | got nojob.’

“Hesaid, ‘well, | can’t let you go up.’

“I said, ‘I’ve got relatives up there, 1’1l go up and see them, now.’

“*Okay,” he said. So he let me go for overnight. | was supposed to come
down the next day. So | went up to Andrew Thorne's, where | stayed that
night. And Lemuel Cranford came up and asked me if | had a job. | said,
‘No, b'y.’

“*Well, why don’t you come up to the electrical shop. You might get ajob
up there.’

“The next morning | went up. Gordon Pollett was in charge of the surface,
then, manager of the surface department. | met him up there, and asked him
if there was any chance of a job.

“He said, ‘No!’

“I went on. | never even stopped to talk. After dinner, | went up to the elec-
trical shop. Maddigan was the superintendent then, a fella from St. John's.
So, | went in. There was no one else around, not a soul. So, | went in the
office and asked him, ‘Was there any chance of ajob?

“He asked mewhere | worked before, if | had any recommendation or any-
thing. | had one then, from the base, Argentia, as atinsmith. He said, ‘| don’t
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know. The best thing for you to do is go down to the main office. There
might be something doing.’

“Now, in the time | left him, until the time | reached the main office, he
had phoned down and told them to hire me. | went down and told them (I was
looking for ajob.) Jim Harding was there then, as employment agent. He
asked me if | had any references and | showed him. He said, ‘ Tinsmith!
You're in the wrong department.’

“‘I don't know,” | said, ‘I'm lucky to get in any department, as far asI'm
concerned! I’'m not very particular, the surface, or anything, labour work.’

“But anyway, they hired me on thirty daystrial. So, | went back to the elec-
trical shop then... cleaning up and learning about electrical work.

“After ayear | went underground with Clarence Higdon. | don’t know how
long | was working with him at Lucky Strike and Oriental. Anyhow,
Clarence quit and went to Corner Brook, and | took over from him as under-
ground electrician. One electrician and a helper, underground. | had to look
after Oriental, and Lucky Strike, then.”

Underground Shock

One day, while on the job, Gerald Cranford’s name came close to being
added to the list of mine fatalities. He was underground, hooking up a
scraper for miner Ray Luscombe.

“We had the three-pronged plugs, 440, to hook up the scraper. We had a
little piece of board, with a starter and a switch on it, for the motor. And we
had this made up, so you could take it around anywhere. And you had two
plugs — one on top, to hook up the main line, and one in the bottom, for the
motor. The cable was all wet, of course, and my hands were wet, and there
was a breech, or leak in the cable. When | pushed them right together so the
prongs would meet, it hit mel

“And | would never have got out of it, only I had the presence of mind to
fall back. All | saw was a ball of firel And when | fell on the broad of my
back, that broke the connection. My son, what a feeling, I'm telling you. If
the cord hadn’t come apart, | would have been electrocuted.

“It burnt all my fingers, and thumb, where | had the cable nipped, because
it paralysed my grip. | couldn’t let go. Burned the skin on both hands.

“1 wasn't off work, | worked on. We used to have to ook after the tunnel
from Lucky Strike going out to Oriental. We used to look after that, putting
the clips on the trolley wire. We put them on live! 250 volts D.C. — put them
on live. When the new laws camein, al this changed. You weren't supposed
to even tap on alight to it.



48 The Buchans Miners

“Then, Rothermere opened up. | was still underground then, and went in
to Rothermere with Roland Pinsent. Four of us. Wilfred Mullinswas helping
with me, and Jack Morrissey was helping with Roland Pinsent.

“And | worked in Rothermere for six or seven years, and then | went to
MacL eans and was there when Stan Higdon took me out to go in the mill.

“1 went in the mill around 1960, | suppose it was. | don’'t know how long
| wasin the mill —twenty-five years, | suppose. There was only one electri-
cian and a helper with me. Tony Head was helper, and Reg Pardy, and Billy
Chapman, Norm Higdon, all them fellas. And Leo Kennedy. | don't know,
seven or eight of them.”

Gerald Cranford and Rita Higdon were dating back home in New
Harbour when Gerald got the job in Buchans. Her childhood friend in
New Harbour, Phyllis Higdon, was working in Buchans and in 1948 told
Rita that the butcher in the Royal Stores needed a babysitter. She went
down in March to babysit, but in August went to work as a domestic with
ASARCO’'s Assistant Manager E. M. Martin.

The manager’s cook got $120.00 per month, and his maid $75.00, their
salaries paid by the company. On the other hand, the assistant manager
received a stipend for only one employee. The salary for the other help —
my mother — came out of Mr. Martin’s own pocket: $20.00 per month.
However, that did not include doing ceilings: Rita Higdon's mother had
cautioned her before leaving home: “Don’t do ceilings for anyone!”

Gerad Cranford and Rita Higdon were married at Buchans early in
1950 and moved in with Adolphus and Amanda Pinsent. That summer,
Rita moved back to New Harbour. Like many men who worked in
Buchans, Gerald also had a house around the bay. He moved into No. 10
bunkhouse, a step up from the old No. 7 he had moved into in 1946.

From 1950, until December of 1953, Gerald Cranford pestered his boss
for a house in Buchans. Clarence Higdon, the mine electrician he had
replaced, had moved away, leaving a bungalow, but it went to someone
else. Gerald Cranford was an angry man, angry enough to quit, and he
threatened to do so. The housing shortage was a chronic problem in
Buchans, in spite of the Company’s stated intention thirty years earlier to
provide family housing for as many as possible. Despite the illusion of
stability in relations between the firm and it's employees, this issue
fuelled an ongoing undercurrent of tension.

Quitting over not getting a house was a much more reasonable solution
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than putting a gun to the manager’s head, which is what another young,
newly-married man did. It was in 1946, the same year Gerald Cranford
went to Buchans, that Aloysius Green decided to take the manager
hostage.

On St. Patrick’s Day of 1940, the Star of the SeaAssociation at Buchans
held areception for Aloysius Green and five other recruits who had joined
the navy for duty in World War I1. Green did his country proud and after
the war returned to his old job to resume his duties.

His marital status had changed while he was overseas. He had married
an English girl and he was anxious to see her settled in Newfoundland.
Mr. George Thomas, ASARCO’s Manager was walking home after work
on the evening of March 16th, when Aloysius Green accosted him in the
street, demanding a house for his war bride and child who were soon to
arrive from England. Thomas said there was nothing he could do for him.

Green insisted that Thomas hear him out one more time, but Thomas
managed to shrug him off. Later that evening, Mr. Thomas was upstairs
in his bedroom when Green entered the room, emotionally upset, livid
with anger and frothing at the mouth. In his hands he held a shotgun, and
in afit of rage, struck Thomas, breaking his nose and injuring an eye.

Mrs. Thomas arrived home and managed to calm Mr. Green down. She
had established a rapport with Green, because while he was overseas, she
had sent him parcels and he remembered her kindness upon his return by
showing up at her house one night to thank her. Mrs. Thomas summoned
help, and shortly, the local policeman, Constable Bond arrived, but he
was also taken hostage. The situation was resolved by a quick-thinking
local miner, Neil Mclsaac, who ran into the house and shouted, “the mine
just caved in!” All hands were startled by the news, and in the confusion,
Constable Bond was able to wrestle the gun away from Green.

The ex-serviceman was arrested and tried in the Supreme Court at St.
John’s. The defense argued that Green was somewhat emationally incom-
petent, or temporarily insane at the time, but the ploy did not work. After
deliberating for fifteen minutes the jury returned with a guilty verdict and
Green was sent to prison for twelve months.

There were two houses vacant in the town at the time, but Green worked
in the mill, and those houses were held for workers of a different class,
Thomas explained.
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“l Quit!” — Gerald Cranford

There was a quota system in place, but if you were a member of the
Buchans Miners hockey team you were bumped to the top of the list,
especialy if you were a star goalie. This was the situation Gerald
Cranford found himself up against seven years after the Aloysius Green
incident. Rather than play second fiddle to a hockey jock, my father quit.

“1 quit in ‘53 in December because | couldn’t get a house. That's when
Sham MacGinnis, the goaltender was helping in the shop. He got a house,
but | was there four years then, working as a mine electrician and | couldn’t
get one. That put the finishing touch on me. | complained to John McComb.
| said, ‘If ahelper is moreimportant here than a mine electrician, that’s good
enough with me. You can consider me giving my notice now.’

“*Oh, hang on ‘til the spring. We'll get you a house the spring.’

“1 had been put off a couple of years then. ‘Cause | took Clarence’'s
(Higdon's) job. He had a house. And they put me off, put me off, | couldn’t
get ahouse. So anyhow, when a couple or three weeks were up, | never went
to work, | dressed and went up and quit.

“Oh! They thought it was terrible.

“*Hang on ‘til the spring and you'll get your house.’

“*Sir,” | said, ‘I’ ve been hanging on now for the last couple of years and |
still haven't got a house. I'm going to quit.’

“Anyhow, | quit. So | asked McComb, the electrical superintendent if there
was any chance of a recommendation.

““Well, yeah. But I'm drove for time right now. It's pretty short notice, but
I’ll tell you what 1’1l do. I'll send you one.’

“Now, | never thought | was going to get one but it was only a month or
so after that | got the letter from him! He turned out to be a fine fella, John
McComb did.

“Anyhow, in the spring, | decided to try and get back, so | wired for anoth-
er job. And they offered me one for four to six months, but only at the sec-
ond class electrician’s rate. But the day | was ready to go, | got a message
from George Carter over in &t. John's. He was wiring a hangar out in Torbay
and he offered me ajob asfirst class electrician. So | wired back to Buchans
and told them, no, | had a better offer and | wouldn’t be accepting.

“I said, ‘Thisisit. I'll never get back for sure, now.’

“Anyhow, | was over in Torbay about a month and they shift us then to
Argentia to a hangar on the navy side, wiring a new hangar. So | worked
there that week. | came home to New Harbour on the weekend and Lemuel
Cranford was home from Buchans on holidays and he told me they were
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looking for an electrician.

“Lemuel said, “B’y, you never know, you might get a job.’

“That spring, being off on unemployment and getting a few temporary
jobs, I was getting pretty fidgety.”

There was another reason to feel anxious about getting work. Their first
child — yours truly — was born with severe facia clefting problems that
needed medical attention, in the days before universal medicare. Dr.
Newhook at Whitbourne sent me home to die, but | was lucky enough to
hang onto life until my maternal grandmother, Emma Higdon, an oldtime
outport midwife found a solution to my feeding problems.

Gerald Cranford dismissed any chance of getting back to Buchans. “I’ll
never get on with them,” he said. “They’ll never notice me now, but Rita
said, ‘Well, I'm going to send them a message anyway.’”

“S0, she sent the message to Buchans Monday morning, and that night
she called Argentia to tell me | had a job!

“When | got to Buchans, they had the job for me, and another big sur-
prise. A house! They gave me afirst class rate and house! You talk about
a cantankerous bunch!”

Rita Cranford continues the story. “When he left New Harbour, he didn’t
know about any house until he got to Buchans and went to the main
office. They told him, ‘You know you got a house?

“‘No.’

“‘Well, you have.

“1 wasn’t long packing up, either. He wrote and told me about it, but he
said, don't pack up yet, because it’s going to take a while for them to get
the house done. Usually they’d go in and paint through the house. But our
luck, we never got it painted. But, | didn’t care, anyway. Bill Forward was
still in the house. He was moving to another, bigger house, over in the
new houses.

“We took off, then. Max Cranford took us up to the Whitbourne train.”

Settled in their new house, my parents added to the family, with my
brothers Paul and Boyd, who like me, had their schooling in Buchans
before moving off to trades school or university. Now retired, Mom and
Dad live back in their hometown of New Harbour, keeping active lives.
In July of 1996 there was a new addition to the family, a Newfoundland
pony called Dan.
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A Poet For The Strikers: Angus Lane

Angus Lane was born at Fortune Harbour in 1922. His father Patrick
worked in Buchans from 1928 to 1938. Mrs. Lane and the family, includ-
ing Angus, who was the second youngest child in his family, moved into
Buchans in November of 1929. Angus was seven years old, and they
arrived just in time for the children’s names to be added to Santa's list for
his annual visit to the company-sponsored Christmas party at the town
hall (Basha's theatre).

Right away, Angus' older brother Jim found work with the company,
but within two years, Mrs. Lane tired of Buchans, and moved the family
back around the bay, but Patrick and Jim stayed behind. When Angus was
fifteen, his father died, so Angus stayed out of school to work around the
house, literally “to keep the home fires burning.” He worked around the
family property, while another brother, Gordon, went to Buchans to earn
enough to send back home to support his mother, Angus and the rest of
the children.

During World War 11, Angus enlisted in the Royal Artillery, which was
recruiting at the time, but ended up attached to the Royal Canadian Signal
Corps. After signa training in Sydney, Nova Scotia, he returned to
Shamrock Field in St. John's before a permanent posting to Bell Island
with the 1st Coast Defense Battery, to instruct signaling and to take up
observation post duties.

Right after the war, Angus applied for work in Buchans and hired on at
the warehouse. From there he went as weighmaster with the railway, and
after converting to truck transport, stayed on until Buchans closed down
in 1984. Angus and his wife, Rose (Hennessey) are a well-known, jovial
couple who raised a fine family and added a great deal to the social life
of the community. Angusis the “Poet Laureate’ of the town, having written
many ballads about its people and events, especially those arising out of
the bitter strike of 1973, when the strikers kept their morale high by
parading through town singing anti-company songs penned by Angus.
Besides his writing pastime, Angus finds time to take up the artist’s brush
and easdl.

Angus Lane has avery interesting family tree, very short, but very, very
interesting.
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“That might not be interesting to you. | can’t get anywherewith my family
tree because my father was adopted, and my mother was adopted, also. They
were adopted by James and Anne Bingham of Fortune Harbour. He was the
merchant. He had a big business, big for those days. My mother came from
Renews on the Southern Shore, and my father came from Tilting Harbour.
So Mr. Bingham got the two of them in St. John’s. It isin his will that he
would give them everything if they married. Reared as brother and sister, but
no blood relation, the two of them married, and he left them the business in

his will.”
“My father was Patrick Lane,” saysAngus. “He came herein 1928. | guess

you heard the story that Williams was sent down here to begin the thing. He
was looking for experienced miners. Denny Glavine had been up in the
States and he came home to move hisfamily back and Williams nabbed him.
So he offered him the head job of cgptain, if he picked up experienced miners.
So that’s what they did. My father, the Glavines and the Byrnes had worked
on Bell Idand...they had worked at Tilt Cove, too, so that's how they got
picked. The Glavines, the Byrnes and the Lanes.

“Sam Byrne and Mickey Byrne, they were old time miners here,, and their
brother Jim, the three of them. Pat Byrne, here, is Old Sam’s son.

“Fortune Harbour was also the home of the Quirks. They come in here
early, Dick Quirk and Bill Quirk, they’re both dead now. Father had worked
down at Old Buchans when it began, with old Billy Quirk. Old Billy started
down in Old Buchans, before Buchans started, actually, and then his sons
Jim and Dick came here after it started and got work in the mill. But Dick
never stayed. Jim stayed until he died, in fact. His family grew up here.

“And the Lannons moved in here, some of them. Sam Lannon. Jim Lannon
worked in Buchans as a shift boss before Sam came in. He's Sam's first
cousin.”

“Luke Glavine, Denny’s brother Lukey, he ran the glory holes al the
while. That's where he spent al histime. He started it and worked at it until
he left. That's the big one, up where Lucky Strike is. Johnny Glavine, came
in at the same time, he was a carpenter.

“Pete Mooney. That's another fella from Fortune Harbour. He came here
in the beginning. Lou Lyver came in at the beginning. They came in the old
days when they came up from Millertown on the lake there.”

“There were no holidaysin my father’stime. In fact, people were afraid to
go on holidays, afraid they wouldn’t get back. Back in those days, in the 30s,
there were no actual holidays. Unless he went and said I'd like to go home,
my wifeissick, or something. There was no union then, so, no holidays. You
just worked, and if you felt like time off, | suppose you could ask for time
off for some particular reason, but there was no vacation. You had no time.
“And the trouble in Chrigmasof ‘49, that’s just something that had to happen,
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| guess.”

Here, Angus Lane is referring to the Christmas revolt of 1949, when the
bunkhouse men, affected by cabin fever, rushed the train out of Buchans,
clinging to the sides as she rolled out of town towards Millertown
Junction. Angus wrote this ballad about the event:

The Christmas of ‘49

“One Christmas | remember, ‘twas 1949,
The miners they were angry

When they came up from the mine.

They wished to be with loved ones

Out around the bay

To enjoy a family dinner

With the folks on Christmas Day.

S0 they gathered at the station,
Jack Cuff stood by the door,

All around the town of Buchans
You could hear the minersroar.
We figured there' d be trouble
So to the station all hands hied
To see just what would happen
If old Thomas they defied.

And so the crowd did gather

And as the miners milled about
Above the din and clamour

You could hear a miner shout.
“Here comes Martin down the track,
Hisface a fiery red,

The old man will not face us,

But sent his stooge instead.”

Martin jumped upon the stand
And began to make his plea;
“Mr. Thomas has some news for you
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So listen now to me.

Down at messhall number one
There's turkey there galore,
Plum pudding, all the dressing
You couldn’t ask for more.”

The men politely heard him out

While Martin ranted on.

Meanwhile aboard the engine

Something else was goin’ on.

Jack Cuff had sneaked aboard the car
And locked each door, the lout,

He stuck his head out through the window
And signaled to pull out.

Number two began to move

Amid a burst of steam

The black smoke pouring from her stack,
The whistle gave a scream.

The men jumped right off the stand

And grabbed the baggage car,

They clung to doors and railers

But they didn't get too far.

Most of them fell in the snow
Down by the storage shed.

Some of them lay motionless

We thought that they were dead.
The strongest and the boldest,
They must have had some nerve,
Sayed till they crossed the trestle -
Fell off at Tin Can Curve.

That evening just at twilight

In remorse they turned about,
And converged upon the messhall
Where bloody hell broke out.
Drumstick and plum pudding
Were hurled upon the floor,

55
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Martin got one in the gob
When he came in the door.

In the end they gained a victory

For on next Christmas Day,

They were allowed to leave the town
Wth families for to stay.

Jack Cuff got off quite easy

But Martin had a shiner.

We guess they learned a lesson:
Don't face an angry miner.

The ballads Angus Lane wrote for the strikers of 1973 are compiled in the
musical recording “Come Hell Or High Water”, recorded live at the union
hall. Included with the album was a songbook with the lyrics to the songs.
One of those ballads is included in this work under the section “Come
Hell Or High Water” and the ballad is titled “ All Because of ASARCO.”
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| Witnessed The Flood!: Henry Lane

Henry Lane is a dlight, spry man of eighty-eight years, living in retire-
ment in Makinson's, Conception Bay, Newfoundland. He was born in
1909, on the sixth of June. Many people in Buchanstoday cannot remember
Henry, since he left there in 1948, but his brother Nicholas Lane stayed
on for many years after. Also present for thisinterview was Henry’s wife,
the former Hetty Brenton of Bishop’s Falls who went to Buchansin 1939,
the year the Second World War started. The year before the interview they
celebrated their fiftieth wedding anniversary.

As ateenager, Henry Lane worked around the family farm, cutting and
hauling hay, looking after the hens, sheep and cows, since his father was
away working on the highroad. Henry went to Buchans in the fall of
1928, finding out about work there in the usual way, by word of
mouth.” There was an old fella here, he used to work up there and he got
ajob for three or four hands,” recalls Henry. “One got ajob for the other,
like that. That's how all them got there. Old Harry Fowler, and Uncle
John Mahoney.

“1 got the train here in Makinsons, on the side of the ridge there. They
had a station there, on the line to Brigus Junction. You'd get aboard and
go on.

“1 went up there to go cookee in the cookhouse, and | wouldn’t go (as
cookee). | started sawing off wood, there first for a week, or a month or
so and | was going to go down in the mines, but she flooded and that was
it!”

The Day The Dam Burst

At about 8:30 on the morning of July 30, 1928, the dam holding back the
waters of Sandy Lake burst, sending atorrent of tidal wave strength down
the river valley towards the company cookhouse, bunkhouse and mine
workings. Henry Lane was working outside, cutting up wood for the
cookhouse when he saw awall of water come over the treetops.
“When | looked at theridge, | saw the water come down over the trussel,”
says Henry. “1 called the boys out of the bunk, see, they’d just gone to bed:
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Norm Makinson, Fred Bursey and Jim Brinston. They was just home, had a
lunch and awash and were turned in and covered up, about eight or half past
eight. | bawled out to them The Buchans damis gone! Just as they got to the
door the water started coming up around their legs. The bunkhouse went out
just like it was made of match sticks.

“1 saw the water, | daresay, about seventy-fivefeet high! | saw this coming
along, | ‘lowed it was a cloud, first.

“The bunkhouse (went), and the men, they lost everything. They only just
got out. There was one fella got washed out in the river. He got to a little
island on the river and a big tree. He caught hold of the big tree, and that’s
where he sove hisself. They got the ropes and got him in out of it, after.

“And there was a big pine growing up in the mountain, abig, dry pine, and
that's where Jack Dixon’s trunk hooked up. The belt hooked in the limb,
twenty feet up. It was up there two weeks before he could get it down! His
trunk with al his clothes, and three hundred dollars. And the only one
(trunk) saved, was his.”

Jack Dixon was working on the glory hole and was from Henry’s home
town of Makinson's.

“He only sove it then!” Henry recalled.

“The belt went through an old dry limb. | dare say he was twenty feet up
from the shore. There was only one tree under the cliff, the mountain down
by the brook, there was one little cliff there with one pine tree on it, and he
was almost right up, and that’s where the trunk hung up! He tried to get the
ladder. | said to Jack, ‘Don’'t be so God Blessed foolish. The water’ll go
after. Run alittle ladder up, and get it then.’

“Anyway, he never bothered...the water went down and he got aladder and
went out and got it. Not even a drop of water in it!

“There was afella come from Toronto, only had a trunk about that height,
and about that length, four big belts around it, and clothes! It was blocked
with clothes of al descriptions. He come from the States, somewhere. He
was there two days, | think it was, and he lost it all! Only what he had on!
All hands lost, regard to that part of it. Only what they had on.

“1 never saw so much water. Blessed God! Talk about going! It cracked off
posts and took pine trees as hig as afridge.

“And one fellajust got out of the tunnel, when she flooded! He just come
to the form, when the water come. He had to grab the edge of the machine
to get up.

“l can see it coming now. And rocks! Oh Blessed God, rocks as big as
trunks, rolled over. And sods, and gould (shrubs) and trees.

“She flooded in ‘28, and we were up there a month and a half, got our
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orders to come home. | went back the next year and went in Lucky Strike
(1929). | was there ‘til *39, and shifted to Oriental.

“All in the mines, that's all | worked. So many drillers got shifted out to
Oriental from Lucky Strike: Norm Makinson, Jack Crowther, Harry Fowler,
and Uncle John Mahoney, Joe Clark, Bill Clark...all them got shifted out.”

One of Henry Lane's fondest memories of Buchansis making home brew
with Levi Hollett, a mill worker, and a decorated World War | hero from
New Harbour, Trinity Bay. “They used to make some home brew, up at
Levi's, mesdf and others,” says Henry. “We'd bottle it.”

Mrs. Lane recals that during the 1940s, “We were rationed that time,
when the war was on. They'd get the sugar and save it all, and hide it
away from Aunt Suse.”

Henry recalls, “We bottled the beer in them glass acid bottles. | brought
that one when | come back here to Makinson’'s and he's under the stairs
now, and | brought 300 stoppers and 300 bottles! All white bottles, you
can see them now, in the clothes closet. There's been a thousand asking
for them. | said, ‘No, you'll never get them!’”

Henry and Mrs. Lane will tell you that Henry doesn’t make home brew
anymore. Henry explains that he had to giveit up for the last three or four
years, since it gave him heartburn. But home brew was his drink of
choice. “Sure, what's in them controller’s beer, that’s no God Blessed
good! There's no taste to that! You could take three bottles of home brew
(and) you'd be loaded.”

When the interview was over, | asked Henry Lane about drilling in the
mines. “We used to drill dry, if you had to, you know, what | mean, but |
didn’'t get sick, thanks beto God. | was twenty-two years down there. Just
about all was up there had old stuff on their chest. | had alittle peck there,
not enough to notice, not enough to hurt, we'll say, that's all. And I'm
very lucky.”
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Selby LeDrew: Shift Boss

The following interview with Selby LeDrew was conducted in his house
on Prospect Street, Buchans, August 10, 1996. Also present was his wife
Lillian, who is a Buchans girl from one of the oldest families to be estab-
lished in the town. Her father was Herbert White. Selby and Lillian had
six children at Buchans, five boys and one girl. Their son Bob was a
member of the local country and rock and roll band The Buchaneers.

Selby LeDrew was from Lush’s Bight, Newfoundland, and worked in
the lumber camps before he came to Buchans. “My father had a lumber
camp,” says Selby. “He ran the lumber camp for Bowaters, used to have
a contract in Roberts' Arm, and | didn’t like the woods, anyhow. Not in
the summertime. So anyhow, | went fishing, in the summer, as a shareman
with afellow from Lush’s Bight, trapping.

“In 1941, | came in here, in the fall. | had a sister Mabel who worked
up here with Aubbie Martin. So anyhow, she got me a job. She said |
would get ajob if | came up here. | was nineteen years old. | was born
1922, 18th of December.

“Anyhow, | came in herein the fall of ‘41, the 8th of December, 1941.
| believe it took me two days to get here. | had to come to Springdale by
boat and then | had to hire a boat at Springdale to come to South Brook
and take ataxi from South Brook to come to Badger and get the train and
come to Millertown Junction. Finally | got here.

“l came to Number One Bunkhouse, on the side (of the road) over-
looking Old Buchans. When | came here first, the cookhouse was down
under the hill there. The cookhouse had burned that year, in the spring or
summer. When | came here they were building the last one was there. It
wasn't finished, but was started. They had one down under the hill, some
kind of a cookhouse.”

“| was down there in the bunkhouse until 1943. | married Lillian White,
Herb White's daughter, in 1943 and | moved in with them.”

Selby’s first taste of Buchans was in a job that he hated, working in the
woods, cutting timber. It was to get away from that type of job that he had
come to Buchans in the first place.

“In 1941, the first job | had was with the timber yard, in the woods
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with Dan Luscombe and Tom Lyver, loading the sleds. At that time
they were cutting...I think ‘twas blasting timber. They cut their own
blasting timber, that time, in around Lake Seven. | just went in with
those guys, loading sleds hauled out by a small tractor. | was there
three days at that. | was going to quit, because that’s what | gave up,
the woods.

“| went to see Bill Luscombe, theforeman, and told him | had a mind to
go inthe mine. So, | went over to see one of the shift bosses over the
whole operation, Mine Captain Denny Glavine. He gave me a requi-
sition to go down to the warestore and get a belt, a hat and a carbide
lamp. That must have been aroundthe 13th or 14th of December, 1941.

“1 worked underground from 1941 until Jenuary of 1983 when | got laid
Off.

“First | went helping. The first shift | worked, | worked with Pete
Quinlan, mucking in Lucky Strike. | worked in Lucky Strike,
Rothermere, and MacLean. | never worked in Oriental.

“1 really liked underground. And | worked at it all, | guess. | was
helping for about a year, with different buddies and then | went pipe
fitting, helping pipe fitting, underground with a fella by the name of
Johnny Follett from Western Bay. | must have been with Johnny
Follett ayear or two. And then | went on my own, pipe fitting. | was
at that, oh must be ten or twelve years, | s pose, then | went drilling,
drifting and raising.

“On the last, | was shift boss, in MacLeans. | was shift boss on 18,
19 and 20 level, |1 guess. When she was going full swing in
MacL ean’s, there were, | guess, four shift bosses, plus a mine captain.
The mine captain was over the shift bosses. The mine captain was Ed
Kelly. And then you had the mine foreman, Albert Simmonds.

On company time...it's hard to explain, you know, in the mines. You
could be ditching, you could be on motors hauling ore and you could
be doing a bit of timber and stuff like that. There was lots of things
you could be doing.

“Well, once you go on contract... Say you went in a stope and start
cutting a stope, or you went in a drift, start drifting...when you start
drifting, you went on contract, until the job was finished. Raising,
drifting, stoping, pillars...that was contract. There was places that
were done, not on contract, too...”
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| asked Selby who were some of the top minersin therein theforties, and
risking leaving most of them out, he did mention a few.

“George Ivany, | know. He was good. Dave Head. Walt O’ Toole. Then
there was more, like Joe Fry, Charl Fry and two or three of the Lyvers
from Fortune Harbour, they were al good.

“When | first went in the mines, there was no water used. Dry drilling.
And dust!

“The wet drilling, | guess, came in during the late forties You wouldn’t
get that much dust, drilling with water.

“You had your engineers to keep you straight. Say your stope was as
big as this room. You had a set of lines on this side: you had a set of lines
on that side, and you had two wings. The engineers would keep you
draght, and the shift boss would make sure you were scaing down, scaling
the back.”

Selby LeDrew had about twenty years at hard rock mining before he
became a shift boss. Over the years he knew many of the men who died
in the course of their work.

“1 knew a Ralph Clark. He was drawing off ore in a chute, into a car,
and she give out up on top. The chute never collapsed, but there must
have been water on the back of the muck, and when he rose the gate, it
al came out, and he went down between two cars.

“Claude Elliot: He was gassed. He was up in araise. They were going
to work. That was on thirteen level. They had to go about thirty feet to a
sublevel and then go up again. | don’t think they got (all the way) up in
the raise. They were back to the sublevel when | got to them. Me and my
buddy were up, trying to get them down.

“George Mayo worked in MacL ean. At that time the tram used to come
from MacLeans out to Rothermere. And when it was slowing down, he
jumped off, but he bounced off the rib, and went back down underneath
the car. That was at Rothermere.

“Bill Ricketts: That was when a sand pillar gave out. There was a stope
cut up on top, and then she was covered over and filled full of sand. They
were sguare-setting in a pillar when all this collapsed.

“Dominic Ricketts was killed when they were sinking MacLeans. He
was working in the drum of the hoist and she started to move. If he had
stayed in the drum, he' d have been aright. Instead of that, he tried to get
out The bars going around it, caught him.”
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In 1944, Selby LeDrew nearly met his end in Lucky Strike. He was for-
tunate, but his co-worker, Pat Flynn was not so lucky. “Pat Flynn was
from Norris Arm. That was carbon monoxide gas. You can’'t see it and
you can't smell it. That wasin Lucky Strike We went down one morning.
Someone wanted some air and water lines put on and we had to go down
a raise. When we were going down, the two fellas who were working
down there were coming up. | said to one of them, Walt O Toole, he didn’t
look well. ‘Boy, I'm sick,” he said.

“So anyhow, we went down, and we had to put up a pipe there and
go across. ‘Twas too quick to think about it. Anyhow, one of us
passed out and the other fella start to shout for someone. Whatever
happened, by the time they got there, Pat Flynn was dead. They got
me up, but | never come to until | got in hospital.

“It was carbon monoxide gas, from the blast. They were blasting
the night before, or the day before. They never had any gas detectors
those times.

“l was only off a few shifts. That was on 440 sublevel. | know it
was between two level and three level.”

Selby LeDrew remembers his badge number, 808. “I'll never forget it,
808.” When asked if hewould go back inthe mineif he were starting over
in life again, there was no doubt. “Oh yeah. I’d go mining. | liked it.”
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A Worthwhile Risk: Hayward L ocke

| interviewed Hayward Locke at Ruby’s Restaurant, Buchans, August 9,
1996. The restaurant is owned by Hayward's wife, the former Ruby Ball.

Hayward Locke is a second generation hardrock miner in Buchans. His
father Herbert Locke came to Buchans from the Springdale areain 1933.
Herb came to the bunkhouse first, but eventually got a house and raised
fourteen children. Herb’s brothers Tommy and Ned Locke and a step-
brother Parmenius Locke also worked in Buchans.

Hayward Locke recalls his family’s history:

“Father had two brothers that were here. One was Tommy Locke, Uncle
Tom. He was here before the old man was. |